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SEPTEMBER NEWS
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  the	
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  the	
  SCHOOL	
  
BLOG	
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  is	
  an	
  
online	
  photographic	
  
diary	
  of	
  life	
  at	
  the	
  
school.

Warm, dry and drip free

Dear Parents, Carers, Governors, Friends, Staff and Pupils
Welcome to another school year at Molescroft
Primary School. Particularly a warm welcome to
those starting at Molescroft Primary School for the
first time in various year groups including our new
starters in the Foundation Year. The children have
made an excellent start back. As always I am
indebted to Mr. Soames, Mr. Thompson (our new
caretaker) and the team for transforming our
school into a shiny new pin over the holidays. It is
always amazing that when one considers all that
goes on in the school how well kept it is. This is
thanks of course to the fast and dedicated work of
our cleaning and caretaking staff and also due to
the care and attention of our children. In addition
the original 1975 roof has been replaced and
hopefully we face the future, warm, dry and drip
free.
On 31st July a final, final farewell was said to Mr.
Soames who was so grateful for all the messages
of good will and indeed for the fabulous TV which
the parents/carers bought him. We all wish him a
very happy retirement and know that he will
maintain his links with the school. I’m sure we shall
see him helping out very soon. Mr Bob Bentley his
predecessor still comes in every week to run the
table tennis club with Mrs. Coward.

Thank you for responding to the parent/carer
survey in July. I will publish a full report later this
half term. Comments and observations will all be
considered by the Molescroft Team. Thank you
also for the many letters, e-mails and cards which
were sent in July to thank me and the team for our
work in and out of lesson times. It really does
make all the difference to know such endeavours
are appreciated by so many.
We welcome back Mrs. Nicholls (Miss Price) following
her wedding. We also welcome Miss Sophie Power
and Mr. Jonathon Williams who will be joining our
teaching team through Riding Forward Teaching
School. Mrs. Nicola Smith is also joining the
Foundation Stage team in afternoons. We are
delighted to have you all in our family. Looking
through the newsletter you will see reminders of
important aspects designed to ensure the smooth
running of the school. There are some new and
exciting developments on the clubs page too.
I assure you all that Team Molescroft is ready and
recharged to do the best for every child and to work
within the community for the wellbeing of all. I
sincerely pledge that over the next year our aim will
remain as always to ensure that “Everybody Cares,
Everybody Learns and Everybody Matters.”
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SCHOOL
CROSSING
PATROL
UPDATE
As you are
aware, Tony
Soames our
Caretaker and
Crossing Patrol
Officer has
retired. When
discussing the
replacement of
Tony with the
officer in charge
of school
crossings I was
informed that the
position was not
to be replaced.
This came as quite a shock.
Even more surprising was the
reason given i.e. “The school
does not meet the criteria”. I
questioned how this could
possibly be the case with the
numbers of pedestrians. The
reason however is that although
we have the numbers most
people do not actually cross with
Tony and choose to cross
elsewhere or vaguely in his
vicinity.

After a fairly frank discussion I
was pleased to report a
temporary reprieve. A new
crossing patrol officer however
has now been found. The new
officer is due to manage two
adjacent crossing points on
Molescroft Avenue and St.
Leonard’s Road.
Mrs. Diane Keenan is the new
crossing patrol officer for the
next three months. A further
review will be conducted then.

CLUBS
New opportunities

Zumba Classes will
continue with our new
leader Mrs. Rimmer
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If we are to have a
permanent replacement and
are to keep our crossing
patrol, pedestrians will need
to adjust their crossing
points and use the warden.
I am sure we don’t want to
lose the post but we have
been warned that notice has
been served.

I	
  am	
  grateful	
  to	
  Mrs.	
  Blake	
  and	
  Mrs.	
  
Robinson	
  who	
  have	
  freely	
  organised	
  the	
  
successful	
  relaunch	
  of	
  Netball	
  at	
  MolescroJ	
  
The	
  club	
  season	
  will	
  open	
  from	
  Monday	
  9th	
   over	
  the	
  past	
  few	
  years.	
  	
  They	
  are	
  unable	
  to	
  
con<nue	
  this	
  year,	
  but	
  I	
  am	
  delighted	
  to	
  
September.	
  	
  All	
  our	
  favourites	
  are	
  there	
  
announce	
  that	
  Mrs.	
  Helen	
  Mitchell	
  Smith,	
  
plus	
  some	
  new	
  opportuni<es.	
  
professional	
  coach	
  for	
  the	
  Allus	
  netball	
  club	
  
at	
  longcroJ	
  and	
  the	
  County	
  Team,	
  has	
  been	
  
Basketball	
  is	
  to	
  launch	
  on	
  Tuesday	
  nights	
  
secured.	
  This	
  enhanced	
  club	
  will	
  enable	
  
with	
  Mr.	
  Rowsell	
  for	
  Y5/6.	
  	
  This	
  was	
  a	
  
children	
  to	
  learn	
  and	
  develop	
  skills	
  in	
  this	
  
special	
  request	
  from	
  the	
  School	
  Council.	
  	
  
sport	
  with	
  a	
  view	
  to	
  playing	
  compe<<vely	
  
We	
  are	
  indebted	
  to	
  the	
  Middleton	
  family	
  
at	
  school	
  level	
  and	
  beyond.	
  	
  Being	
  an	
  
who	
  most	
  generously	
  have	
  paid	
  for	
  all	
  the	
  
extended	
  school	
  ac<vity	
  there	
  is	
  a	
  small	
  fee	
  
equipment	
  to	
  enable	
  this	
  new	
  venture	
  to	
  
of	
  £2	
  per	
  session.	
  	
  Places	
  are	
  reserved	
  using	
  
begin.
the	
  booking	
  form	
  available	
  from	
  the	
  oﬃce.
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Crofty’s Afternoon Tea
Club
It’s still possible to join.
It’s not too late to join “Crofty’s
Afternoon Tea” club. The club is
based in the library/new ICT suite
with access to the Atrium. Those
wishing to do homework will have
spaces in which to work. The
children will also be able to use the
Friends Garden/Adventure
Playground/Hall and field when
available and appropriate.
To attend the club, Parent/Carers
need to reserve and pay in advance
in half termly or monthly blocks.
Sessions run from 3.30 p.m. to 5.15
p.m. and parent/carers may collect
at any point between these times.
Children may attend other school
clubs. Parent/Carers are asked to
advise staff when this is to occur.
In summary the arrangements are as
follows:
• Collection will be made from the Year
5 entrance where a bell can be
pressed.
• A phone extension is installed in case
parent/carers need to contact the
club.
• Collection is via the Y1/Y5/Y6 path off
St. Leonard’s Road NOT through the
car park or main doors.
• Repeated late collection will lead to a
place being withdrawn.
• Afternoon Tea will be served to
include:
• Drinks
• A range of cakes, sandwiches and
salad garnish

• Space will be available for pupils
wishing to read and/or complete
homework. Staff will be available to
support learning.
• Children will be able to enjoy a wide
variety of table activities, as well as
use outdoor facilities and the Hall
(when not used by other clubs).
• Children will be able to attend other
after school clubs on site and attend
sporting fixtures by advance
arrangement.
• Staffing will include: at least two
teaching assistants. Maximum staff
to pupil ratio will be 1:15.
• Parent/Carers must guarantee their
children’s good behaviour.
Attendance is not a statutory
requirement and no extra support
can be provided by the school for
individuals. However it may be
possible to access support funding if
required.
• Pupils who misbehave will after one
written warning be removed from the
register and payment reimbursed.
• Money is not refundable for absence
due to illness or other family
commitments.
• Money is refundable however for
reasons caused by the school e.g.
school closure or Residential Visits.
• Parent/Carers are responsible for
ensuring the safe collection of
children from the club.
• Parents may reserve places every
day of every week or for a specific
combination e.g. every Monday or
every Wednesday etc. It is also
possible to stipulate different days on
different weeks to fit in with shift
patterns, but these must be booked in
advance.
Places are limited, though depending on
demand provision could expand in the
future.

MOBILE PHONES
Please do not bring
them to school

PREVENTING CYBER
BULLYING
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Last term there was an outbreak of
mobile phones being brought to the
school office by pupils in Y6 and
some younger age groups. I can
understand that on some special
occasions a parent may like a child
to have a phone on the way home,
but generally speaking they are not
needed. This was evidenced by the
number left in the office on an
evening. From September mobile
phones will not be accepted in the

Please note that this is an
“In House” Club and is not
providing the same service
as full private pre/post
school provision. The
school is not competing
with the full range of
activities that these
providers arrange. Also
note the Afternoon Tea Club
is only open on school days
and to Molescroft Primary
School children.

Price is £5 per session, PAYABLE ONE
HALF TERM or MONTHLY IN
ADVANCE.
The club is unable to take incidental one
off bookings or payment at the door, but
it is possible to join mid term.
To reserve places please complete a
form for each child.
Only children attending Molescroft
Primary School can attend Crofty’s
Afternoon Tea Club.
Please contact the F.I.S.H. Helpline for
advice on reclaiming costs back via
Working Families Tax Credit. Tel:
396469

office without a written request from
home. I hope this also helps parents
who are possibly being pressured
by children also under peer
pressure to have one at school.
As is the case now, children are not
allowed to have mobile phones on
their person or in their bags during
normal school hours. This is to
ensure cyber bullying never occurs.
It was quite shocking to see how
quickly this sort of thing can get out
of hand when the children have
access to phones at events such as
the discos.
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assist or needs to be handed
over to a member of staff,
special arrangements will be
made.
The following is a repeat of
previous letters. However may I b) The new Foundation Stage
Children. It is expected that
express my sincere thanks for
those dropping off children will
the full cooperation and
at first bring the child through
understanding shown for the
the Foundation Stage
schools security arrangements. courtyard (not the main
entrance) directly to the
As always you have been
classroom door.
amazing. THANK YOU.

Security Arrangements
A Reminder

Like Heads of most schools I
have tried to always ensure a
balance between an open
welcome and safety for our
pupils. The following
arrangements have been in
place from January 2010.
There was I believe a potential
gap in our security. This was at
either end of the school day. At
these times it is possible that
an unknown adult could enter
the school under the guise of
being a Parent/Carer/
Grandparent/Child Minder. As
a result those bringing/
collecting children to/from
school must not enter the
cloakrooms. No one other than
staff and pupils can enter the
school through entrances other
than the main door at any time.
This includes drop off, pick up
times and includes during
extended school activities.

For the vast majority of Parent/
Carers none of the above will
make any difference as your
child(ren) are used to entering
the cloakrooms on their own.
If your child however requests
you come into school with him
or her I’m afraid the answer
must be that this is not
allowed …. unless Parents/
Carers report to the main
entrance first.

KEEPING EVERYONE SAFE
IS THE MOST IMPORTANT
RESPONSIBILITY OF THE
SCHOOL.

the intercom button). In
If a Parent/Carer forgets please addition pupil secretaries at
do not panic, nothing awful will lunchtime are not allowed to
happen, but all staff have been open external doors to visitors.
instructed to challenge any
They must get a member of
adult on site at anytime without staff to do this.
a visitors’ badge and guide the
guest, even if known to them to Thank you all in advance for
the main office. PLEASE DO
your understanding. Parent/
NOT BE OFFENDED. WE
Carers can be confident of the
SHALL BE PLEASANT AND
absolute safety of their children
POLITE.
whilst at school and if any
Please also be assured that
Parent/Carer spots a weakness
any Parent/Carer who
in our procedures, I will be
legitimately needs to see a
grateful if you will please
member of staff will be able to. contact me.
Any messages will be delivered
If a Parent/Carer wishes to get
and if it is vital that a message
a message to a member of staff
is delivered in person this will
please do come to the
be facilitated providing the first
reception desk and the
port of call is the school
message will be delivered. If
reception (except as in (a) and
after school or in an emergency
(b) above). Further to the
before school a Parent/Carer
above Parent/Carers should be
needs to see a teacher, again
aware that all site entrances
please report to the reception
are locked between 9 a.m. and
desk. Here visitors can be
3.15 p.m. Exterior doors are
properly signed in and
locked from 8.50 a.m. to 9:15
arrangements made for the
a.m. 3.15 p.m. to 3.30 p.m.
guest to see a particular
and from 3.45 p.m. onwards.
member of staff. There are two
The main front door is locked
exceptions to the above:
from 8.55 a.m. to 3.20 p.m.
Access is possible from 8.30
a) If your child has a special
a.m. (after 9 a.m. by pressing
need and needs an adult to

4
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School Meals have never
been so good.
I URGE parent/carers to use the school meals
from Crofty’s Restaurant and indeed to try it
themselves. Any Parent/Carer of Grandparent
who would like to come to school and enjoy
dinner with their children is welcome to do so.
Just telephone the office before 10.00 am. on
any* school day to reserve a meal. Please
bring photo I.D. with you. Adult meals cost
£3.30. Children’s are £2.30. It is excellent
value, and by educating children away from a
diet of crisps and processed food we are
together building a lifetime of good eating
habits and healthy hearts.
DINNERS MUST BE PREPAID and money
must be sent to the classroom in a labelled
envelope. PLEASE DO NOT SEND LOOSE
MONEY. Each room has a new red post
box through which letters and money
(providing it is in a labelled sealed
envelope) can be sent to the school office.

* Please note; there are occasions e.g at christmas and during
the show week when it is not possible to accommodate extra
adult guests at lunchtime.

Crofty’s Restaurant 2013 / 14
Special Discounts remain
I would like to say thank you to everyone who has supported Crofty’s Restaurant over the
year. Our school meals have gone from strength to strength and are more popular than ever.
We usually have between 200 and 300 diners a day. Particular thanks to Mrs. Hunsley, Mrs.
Lakin and Mrs. Long for preparing such tasty meals and for meeting the strict dietary
requirements laid down by the government.
As announced in July there is a slight price increase to £2.30 per meal. However to support
parents our discount price for 5 meals in one week will be maintained. So if a child takes five
consecutive meals within one week i.e. Monday to Friday, the cost for a week’s dinners
will be £9.20. I hope this continues to be a help to parents.
If a week has less than five days such as the first week, each meal will cost £2.30 but in
weeks of 4 days we will do a special 4 days for £6.90. This includes weeks when we take
children out on a visit. In summary, by taking 5 meals in one week, the fifth meal is free (or the
fourth in a four day week).
Adult meals cost £3.30 with a discount price of £13.20 for 5 meals.
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MORE
INTERNATIONAL
SPECIALS AT
CROFTY’S
RESTAURANT
Celebrating
International, cultural
and seasonal events

SUMMER SEMI FROZEN
FRUIT KEBABS
Semi-frozen fruit kebabs
continue to be available
from the Friends’ Garden
each morning break.
They cost 30p each.
Once again thanks go to
Mrs. Hunsley, our
extremely flexible Cook,
for facilitating this.

The children will be pleased to
know that more “specials” have
been planned:
Monday 9th September
Brazilian National Day
Brazilian Black Beans & Chicken
Rice
Banana Cake
Monday 16th September
Mexican National Day
Chilli Con Carne
Rice & Tortillas
Ice Cream
Thursday 3rd October
German National Day
Beef Rouladen (Casserole)
Mashed Potatoes
Black Forest Gateau
Monday 14th October
Harvest Mega Buffet
Monday 21st October
Trafalgar Day
Roast Chicken & Stuffing
Roast Potatoes
Syrup Sponge & Custard

SPECIAL OFFER IS BACK!
Five Meals for only £5 returns
for a week
For one week only Crofty’s
Restaurant is offering a
special welcome back deal.
On Monday 9th September for
one week only, pupils taking a
meal every day up to Friday
13th September will only be
charged £5 for 5 dinners. This
is a saving of £6.50 and is
equivalent to £1 per dinner. A
bargain surely. It’s simply
irresistible

“IT’S A WRAP”
A successful launch
Following the launch in July of the
‘Wrap Bar’, the school council will
be pleased to hear that the wraps
are to continue.
I must apologise that on one of the
first days we ran out of wraps as we
had underestimated the demand.
The ‘Wrap’ option is not
available to children in the
Foundation Stage.
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Having had time to evaluate the
process the following system will
run. Children wishing to book a
wrap must register a W in the

PACK UPS
You	
  may	
  have	
  read	
  that	
  the	
  
Educa<on	
  Secretary	
  is	
  sugges<ng	
  
that	
  Head	
  Teachers	
  ban	
  Packed	
  
Lunches.	
  	
  I	
  would	
  like	
  to	
  reassure	
  
parents	
  that	
  I	
  am	
  not	
  minded	
  to	
  do	
  
this.	
  	
  	
  
I	
  need	
  to	
  remind	
  parents	
  
nevertheless,	
  that	
  there	
  is	
  a	
  NO	
  
SWEETS	
  rule	
  at	
  school	
  including	
  
lollies	
  and	
  this	
  does	
  apply	
  to	
  the	
  
lunch	
  box.	
  	
  
May	
  I	
  also	
  suggest;	
  for	
  warm	
  days;	
  
parents	
  include	
  a	
  frozen	
  juice	
  carton	
  
in	
  the	
  box.	
  	
  This	
  will	
  help	
  keep	
  food	
  
fresh.	
  Lunch<me	
  drinks	
  are	
  separate	
  
from	
  the	
  class	
  drinks	
  boXle.

morning. At dinner time the children
collect a W token and collect a
plate, 2 wraps, and a bowl from the
cooks. Children will be able to
select from the ham, turkey, cheese
or tuna on offer. They may also
select from the pasta, rice or potato.
“Wrappers”! then move to the Wrap
bar and put their additional salad
choices into the bowl. The plate is
then free for the children to make
their wraps on while
at their dining table.
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INSTRUMENTAL
TUTION
New Programme

NEW CLASS POST
BOXES
Each class has a new post
box. Children need to place
any letters, forms and labelled
envelopes with payments
enclosed in these boxes. The
boxes will be delivered each
moring with the register to the
office. Similarly the boxes will
be delivered each afternoon
to the classes with letters to
families.

Recorder lessons will
commence shortly on
wednesday afternoons for
our new Year 3 children.
The school has a limited
stock of recorders which can
be borrowed, but it would be
helpful if children can provide
their own. We recommend
an Aulos Descant Recorder.
The school will provide music
books.
It is our aim that all pupils will
leave us being able to read
music. Meanwhile recorder
lessons will continue for Year
4 on Wednesday afternoons
and for Year 5 and Year 6 on
Thursday afternoons. As
seen at the Exhibition of Work
Evening, Mrs. Walker has
introduced tenor recorders for
the first time for some of our
older pupils. Recorder
lessons alternate with
Mathematical Problem
Solving lessons for all of KS2
with Mr. Wiles. These lessons

In addition a post box is on
the office desk for adults
wishing to drop off letters
personally without having to
queue.

have had a major impact on
on Monday mornings. Violin
maths attainment across KS2. lessons remain on Fridays
with Mrs. Quick. Spaces exist
The orchestra will meet on
for cello (Y3 to Y6) lessons.
Friday afternoons. Lessons
Anyone interested should
for cello will continue on
contact the office.
Thursday afternoons with Mrs.
Wingrove (formerly Miss
All these lessons
Emmott). Mrs. Cunningham
commence on the week
will continue her woodwind
beginning 9th
lessons but now on
September 2013.
Wednesday mornings, whilst
Mr. Wadsworth’s brass
lessons continue on Thursday
mornings. Mr. Croombs will
be offering percussion lessons

Clubs
Please
no waiting
As you will notice Molescroft Primary School

Our Olympic Legacy
continues to develop.
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continues to offer a comprehensive list of
clubs providing a fabulous opportunity for
our pupils. There have been cases on
occasions of pupils waiting in school for clubs
to start, sometimes up to an hour. As I am
sure you will understand this cannot occur
unless supervised by an adult. No staff
member is able to take responsibility for
children waiting around on site and those
organising the clubs must be able to remain
focussed on the Health and Safety of those
actually receiving tuition. Thank you in
advance of your co-operation and
understanding. Parent/Carers of children
attending the Crofty’s Afternoon Tea Club are

asked to indicate which school clubs their
child is to attend. Our sporting clubs often
lead to pupils being able to participate in a
number of inter-school competitions. Last
year was an amazingly successful year for
our teams winning trophies, medals and
recognition at town, county and regional level
in football, rugby, cricket, tennis, netball,
badminton, athletics and orienteering.
Attendance at some of our sporting clubs has
nevertheless dropped. Representing the
school in a competitive event is a special
honour and I would like to re-engage some
children who clearly have many sporting
talents and play for clubs out of school not to
forget that “Crofty expects” and we look
forward to you representing Molescroft
Primary School as well.
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READING CHAMPIONS WEEK
Reading is the key to success across the whole
Curriculum.
Maintaining the focus on reading homework is
essential in all year groups.
I am delighted to announce another Reading
Champions’ week beginning 23rd September ensuring
we continue to spark our pupils’ enthusiasm for
reading.
As in any other year, children will be involved in many
different exciting activities to encourage a love of
reading. Remember, reading doesn’t just have to be
books. We will be encouraging the children to read
anything that they enjoy so that could be comics,
newspapers or even a rugby programme! As well as
reading to themselves, it is also important that they
hear text being read – a bedtime story is a perfect
opportunity for this. It is also vital that children get an
opportunity to talk about what they read. Our oldest
pupils can still increase their understanding of a text if
they discuss it with an adult who shares their
enthusiasm!
Some events taking place are as follows:
Visit to A LOCAL BOOKSHOP- Our ‘Reading
Champion’ boys will be visiting a local book shop to
select books. They will then display the books and
review them for our pupils. We hope to post the
pupils’ reviews on the shool website to advise children
on which books they may like to choose.
Lunchtime Jackanory – Each day, teachers will be
running lunchtime Jackanory sessions where the
children will have the opportunity to listen to a variety
of exciting stories being read.

Let’s take this opportunity to
encourage our children to
develop a love of reading
that will last for life!

Get Caught Reading – Every day children will have
the opportunity to enter a Reading Raffle. If a child is
‘caught reading’ they will be given a ticket which enters
them into a draw. At the end of the week, a ticket will
be picked and the lucky winner will receive a prize.
Book Swap – Most children have lots of books that
they have read and enjoyed but now rarely look at.
The book swap is a chance to swap any of these
books for a new book.

X
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VITAL MEETING FOR
PARENT/CARERS OF
YEAR 6
Working together

AUTUMN PHOTO
COMPETITION
To mark the season of ‘mellow
fruitfulness, we are inviting
children to send in Autumnal
photographs that they have
taken. Digital images can be sent
to
lhemphill@molescroftprimary.net
The closing date for entries is
18th November 2013. Prizes will
be presented to the winners who
capture the beauty of the season.
This has produced some
fabulous images in the past.
Children may enter in school time
by arrangement with Mrs
Hemphill using school iPads.

Parents/Carers of Year 6
children will be aware that in
May 2014 their children will be
sitting national tests in exam
conditions. These are know as
SATs “ Standard Assessment
Tests”. On Monday 16th
September at 6.15 p.m.,
Parents/Carers are invited to
attend a meeting designed to
explain what to expect and how
best pupils and Parents/Carers
can be prepared for these
important tests. The tests will
be taken in May 2014, dates to
be confirmed. Please note NO
absence will be authorised for
Y6 pupils for any reason in this
month.

We are again to hold a
special Harvest Festival
Assembly on Monday 14th
October. I once again invite
HARVEST FESTIVAL
A chance to give thanks pupils to bring some gifts of
fresh fruit or vegetables to
form a display in the hall. A
couple of apples or a
cabbage for example will be
more than acceptable. This
will form a visual basis for our
thanks for the harvest we so
often take for granted. At
3.00 p.m. on Wednesday 16th
October a special market will

DOG EXCLUSION
ORDER
A reminder of the news
published in July.
The vast majority of schools in the East
Riding are subject to a Dog Exclusion Order.
This has not been enforced at Molescroft
Primary School as the view was taken that
coming along with the dog was encouraging
families to walk to school.

I hope Parent/Carers will still be
able to walk the dog and arrange
an acceptable rendezvous for their
child.

Recently concerns have however been
expressed, in person and in writing by a
number of parents about the numbers of
dogs on site and potential for something to
go wrong. Some children are also wary of
dogs whilst others can be over familiar with
them. In addition to the above there have

be set up on the South
Playground where our Y2
children will be selling the
produce to parents/carers.
Prices will be set
competitively in comparison
with local supermarkets. Any
remaining food will be made
into soup by Y2 which will be
sold on Thursday 17th
October 2013. All money
raised will go to this year’s
Charity Fund Raising effort
(November).

been two incidents which have raised
concerns further. The Governing Body was
therefore asked to make a decision on the
future of the policy. I must therefore
announce that from 22nd July 2013 the Dog
Exclusion Order will apply to Molescroft
Primary School and therefore dogs must not
be brought onto the site. This does not apply
to Guide Dogs or dogs specifically “invited”
for curriculum and or extra curriculum
activities.
I realise that for some parents this will be
disappointing, but I’m sure with a little reworking of the routine Parent/Carers will still
be able to walk the dog and arrange an
acceptable rendezvous for their child. I
certainly hope so, I have happy memories
myself of coming out of school as a six year
old to be greeted by my excited West
Highland Terrier.
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HOLIDAYS IN TERM
TIME
A reminder of the legal
changes announced in
July.

The starting point of
the government’s
new policy is that
children do not take
time off in term
time.

I must remind parents/carers
of the news I published in
July regarding a change to
the law which potentially
affects every parent/carer.
Until July 2013, Molescroft
Primary School operated a
slightly more flexible version
of the East Riding of
Yorkshire Council’s policy on
Term Time Holidays. From
1st September both policies
are changing as a result of
new legislation. The school
now has no option but to
follow the Council’s policy
which meets a new statutory
framework.
Basically the former
procedure where Head
Teachers could authorise up
to ten days absence in a year
has been removed. Head
Teachers from 1st September
have no further power to do
this. Had this been policy in
2012/2013 every application
except for one would have
been unauthorised.

It is no longer possible to
authorise holiday absence for
example because of
employment constraints, or to
visit sporting events, or to see
Father Christmas in Lapland.
There are a very few minor
exemptions but short of
bereavement or serious
medical condition it is
practically impossible to
secure authorisation. The
fines are also increasing but
remain based on 5 days of
accumulated unauthorised

CYCLE TRAINING
PROGRAMME FOR
YEAR 5
Please contact the
school if you need
assistance with this
programme.

These lessons save
lives.

Shortly parent/carers of
Year 5 who reserved
lessons in July will find
out which group their
child will be in for their

absence, per child, per
parent.
Any absences already
authorised for September will
be honoured, but not any
which were received after the
letter was published in July.
I am legally bound to inform
all parent/carers that I am
now not in a position to
authorise any further holiday
absence.

	
  

Cycling training. The
children will have two full
days of intensive training.
Full details will be sent
regarding requirements,
together with the request
for the payment. The
programme begins on 4th
October 2013.
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BOOK BAGS ARE
ESSENTIAL
We provide the rest.

HOCKEY REFEREES
REQUIRED
on 16th /24th October we are
holding our own International
HockeyTournaments. Hockey is
being launched this Autumn at
Molescroft as part of our Olympic
Legacy programme. Full details
will be sent home nearer the time,
but meanwhile we would like to
hear from anyone available to
referee for us on either or both of
these dates.

More than ever it is imperative
that children have a book bag.
These are available from the
school office priced £3.50 or £7
for the stronger Hi-Viz bag
(more suitable for older
children).
Children need to keep their
reading book in this bag at all
times and to carry it around if
they are moving from class
group to numeracy lesson.
Children will also need to keep
homework, music and their
recorder in the bag at all times.
Year 6 particularly need to
ensure that they still have a bag.
This book bag needs to be seen
as different to one which may
hold other things. As before
children should not bring toys,
sweets or even pencils, pencil
cases or other stationery
products to school. We will
provide everything they need.

Please contact Mr. Wood or Miss
Fullam

replaced on an annual basis.
The bottles come with special
storage racks for the
classrooms. ONLY these
bottles will be
permitted in the
classroom.
Replacement bottles
are available from the
office at a cost of £1
per bottle. Worn out
WATER BOTTLES
caps will be replaced
Just a reminder
for 20p. Drinks with
On the first day back to school in packed lunches must
September every child should
be stored separately
have received a new bottle.
with the packed lunch.
Foundation Stage children
received them in July. It will be

INDIVIDUAL
PHOTOGRAPHS
Family Night available

A great Christmas Present.
... sorry for mentioning
Christmas in September!

The school photographer will
be visiting again on Tuesday
8th October 2013. Please
note that all children will be
photographed. Parent/Carers
will only have to nominate
groups of siblings for extra
photos. A form is being sent
home as a hard copy.

Parents are not obliged to
purchase the photographs.
The Family photo session to
which anyone can come
including pets will be
operating from 4:30pm to 7pm
on the same date.
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PARKING
Very Important
Please note that the yellow markings outside our school
are LEGALLY ENFORCEABLE and local council officers
have and will hand out parking fines.
As outside all schools, traffic can be congested particularly at 3.30
p.m. In the interests of all our pupils’ safety we ask that those
collecting children by car, park away from the school and walk to the
school gates. It is important that the line of vision for those crossing
the road, particularly children, is protected at all times. I am grateful
that most parents avoid parking in the cul de sac. Over 250 children
use this route as an exit and lives are at risk if drivers are having to
manoeuvre in this space. Your co-operation is much appreciated.
IN ADDITION I ask parents to be considerate of our neighbouring
residents. Please don’t park across driveways and please be very
careful on St. Leonard’s Road. The result of parking on both sides
of the road has led on occasions to a situation whereby the service
bus, and on one occasion an ambulance, could not get through.

Please can parent/carers also inform other drivers
who may be collecting their children of the
regulations and requests.
THANK YOU IN ADVANCE FOR YOUR UNDERSTANDING

Thank you for supporting the school uniform
How smart our pupils look on route to school
It is always appropriate at the beginning of term to thank Parents/
Carers and pupils for their overwhelming support and backing for
the school uniform.
It is expected that all children will wear the school colours; a royal
blue NOT NAVY BLUE sweatshirt or cardigan over a yellow, white
or emerald green polo shirt. Blue, green or yellow gingham or
striped dresses are also acceptable in the summer months.
PLEASE AVOID RED as this is not a school colour.
Children must be dressed appropriately for a day’s school work.
Sportswear, tracksuits, jeans etc are not suitable. Clothes which
are excessively short, long, tight or baggy are unsuitable.
Children need to be prepared for indoor P.E. every day and need to
keep their black indoor P.E. kit in school from Monday to Friday.
Children from Year 2 to Year 6 also require a warm outdoor P.E. kit
with a change of footwear with a good grip. A hoodie is available
and may be used for outdoor winter PE, but may not be worn as a
replacement for the jumper or cardigan inside school.
We also have in stock a school reversible waterproof coat in navy or
royal.
The Friends Association has a stock of quality second hand uniform
available at reasonable prices. The Friends shop is open on the
first Wednesday of each month. Please note that only a small profit
is made on our uniform sales. This is used to fund special school
purchases. Providing the colour codes are followed Parent/Carers
may buy school uniform from any outlet they wish.

Outdoor PE shoes
must have a good
grip. Plimsol based
shoes are not strong
enough for outdoor
PE.
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SCHOOL HOLIDAYS
Unauthorised absences are rare as parents/carers always inform the
school either by phone or in person of the reason why their child is absent.
We are grateful for the support of parents/carers in this matter and also for
keeping the time pupils are absent to a minimum.

Autumn Term 2013

Spring Term 2014

Summer Term 2014

Autumn Term 2014

Spring Term 2015

Summer Term 2015

School opens

Wednesday 4th September 2013

School closes for half-term

Friday 25th October 2013

School opens

Monday 4th November 2013

School closes for Christmas

Friday 20th December 2013

School opens

Tuesday 7th January 2014

School closes for half-term

Friday 14th February 2014

School opens

Monday 24th February 2014

School closes for Easter

Friday 11th April 2014

School opens

Tuesday 29th April 2014

School closed for Bank Holiday

Monday 5th May 2014

School closes for half-term

Friday 23rd May 2014

School opens

Monday 2nd June 2014

School closes for Summer Holiday

Friday 18th July 2014

School opens

Wednesday 3rd September 2014

School closes for half-term

Friday 24th October 2014

School opens

Monday 3rd November 2014

School closes for Christmas

Friday 19th December 2014

School opens

Tuesday 6th January 2015

School closes for half-term

Friday 13th February 2015

School opens

Monday 23rd February 2015

School closes for Easter

Friday 27th March 2015

School opens

Tuesday 14th April 2015

School closed for Bank Holiday

Monday 4th May 2015

School closes for half-term

Friday 27th May 2015

School opens

Monday 1st June 2015

School closes for Summer Holiday

Friday 17th July 2015

Please note the dates above do not necessarily correspond with those of neighbouring schools.

Absences
Parents/carers are required to inform the school office of the reason for absence as soon as possible. This may
be in person or by telephone. Failure to do so will result in an unauthorised absence being recorded. In the
interest of pupil security, absence should be reported to the school office (by telephone or in person) before
school commences on the morning of absence.

Holidays in term time
Head Teachers can no longer sanction holidays in term time. Taking holiday absence will lead to an
unauthorised absence.

Fines are imposed by the Local Authority for unauthorised absence. Fines are issued per
child, per parent, per accumulated week of absence. The school does not receive any money.
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CLUBS: Making More of Molescroft

FROM THE WEEK COMMENCING 9th September 2013
As always, I am indebted to the staff and volunteers who give up so much to offer extra curricular
activities to our children. Below is a list of Clubs which operate at school. Clubs in bold indicate a
change. Clubs in italics are provided through the Extended Schools Initiative, are NOT staffed by
Molescroft, have a booking form AND usually incur a small fee.
Leader
Age Groups
Club
Time
Day
Miss Watts
Y6
12:00pm - 12:35pm Routines Dance
Monday
Miss Watts
Y3
12:35pm – 1:10pm Routines Dance
Mr Lilley
Y2 to Y6
12:30pm – 1:00pm Story Writers
Mrs. Coward
Everyone
12:35pm – 1:10pm Stamps
Mr. Wood
Y3 & Y4
Boys Football
3:30pm – 4:30pm
In drizzle the club will continue outside. In heavy rain an indoor activity will be provided in Mr. Wood’s classroom.
Mr. Loncaster
Y3-Y6
KS2 Theatre Club
3:30pm - various
ATTENDANCE ORGANISED BY REHEARSAL TIMETABLE FROM MARCH

Tuesday

12:00pm - 12:35pm
12:00pm - 12:30pm
12:35pm -1:10pm
12:30pm – 1:00pm
12:35pm – 1:10pm
3:30pm - 4:30pm
3:30pm - 4:30pm

Routines Dance
Intermediate Chess
Routines Dance
Christian Club
iPad Club
Table Tennis
Basketball

Miss Watts
Y5
Mrs Coward
ALL
Miss Watts
Y4
All Mrs Norman, Mrs Hulse, Miss Fullam
Mr Britton
Y6
Mrs Coward
Y6
Mr. Rowsell
Y5/Y6

3.40pm – 4.35pm
4:35pm – 5:35pm
12:00pm – 12:30pm
12:00pm - 12:35pm
12:35pm -1:10pm
12.30pm – 1.00pm
3:30pm - 4:30pm

Gymnastics
Gymnastics
Beginners Chess
Routines Dance
Routines Dance
Choir
Girls Football

Head Coach of Meridian Gym
Y1 - Y2
“
“
“
Y3-Y6 & Advanced
Mrs Coward
ALL
Miss Watts
Y1
Miss Watts
Y2
Miss Baker & Mr Britton
Y3 - Y6
Mrs Coward
Y3 - Y6

3:45pm – 4:45pm

Football Coaching

FY TO Y4

In drizzle the club will continue outside. In heavy rain an indoor activity will be provided in Mr. Rowsell’s classroom.

Wednesday

In drizzle the club will continue outside. In heavy rain an indoor activity will be provided in Mrs. Tippett’s Room.
Mrs. Coward
Y6
Model Making
After Half Term 3:30pm - 4:30pm

Children to change in Year 2: Miss Price’s Room

Hull City AFC

(parents may support through the decking entrance to the room, but not go further into school)
In drizzle the club will continue outside. In heavy rain an indoor activity will be provided in the changing room.
Starts 18th Sept

Thursday

3:30pm - 4:30pm
5:15pm - 6:00pm

Badminton
Zumba

Y3 to Y6
Staff & Parents

Please book through the school office: £4 a session

12:30pm – 1:00pm
12:30pm - 1:10pm
12:00pm - 12:30pm
12:30pm - 1:10pm
3:30pm - 4:30pm
12:15pm - 1:10pm
3:30pm - 4:30pm

Hull City Coaching
Miss S. Syrett

Mrs Coward
Sewing, Knitting &Jewellery Y5/Y6
Le Club Français
All standards
French
Y1-Y6 Mrs. Grainger/Mrs. Charlton/Mr. Wood
Runner Beings!
Mrs. Ripley
By Invitation
Talented Artists
Le Club Français
All standards
French
Mrs. Hemphill
Y4 by application
Gardening Club
Mr. Wiles
Y5/Y6
Cricket

In wet weather an indoor activity will be provided in Mr. Britton’s Classroom.

3:30pm - 4:30 pm

Netball Club

Y5 & Y6

Mrs. Mitchell-Smith

3:30pm - 4:15pm
4:30pm - 5:15pm
5:15pm - 6:00pm
12:30pm – 13:00pm
12:00pm – 12:35pm
12:35pm - 1:10pm

Zumba
Tennis
Tennis
Brass & Woodwind
Urban Dance
Urban Dance

Y1 & Y2
FY to Y2
Y3—Y4

Mrs. P. Rimmer

Any taught players

Mr. Atkinson

12:30pm – 1:10pm

Y2 to Y3
Spanish Club
From November

12:30pm – 1:00pm
2:15pm – 3:05pm
3:30pm – 4:30pm

Guitar
Orchestra
Boys Football

Y2 - Y6
By invitation
Y5/Y6

Mr Britton
Mrs. Walker
Mrs. Coward

3:30pm - 4:30pm

Zumba

Y3 to Y6

Mrs. P. Rimmer

In drizzle the club will continue outside. In heavy rain an indoor activity will be provided in Miss Baker’s Room.

Friday

Y3 - Y4 BOYS
Y5 - Y6 BOYS

Advantage Coaching
Advantage Coaching

Miss Watts
Miss Watts

Mrs. Henderson Tucker

In drizzle the club will continue outside. In heavy rain an indoor activity will be provided in Mr. Lilley’s classroom.
Enrichment Clubs: various days and times (watch out for separate letters from Mrs. Lazenby)
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The Oldest Living
Religion in the World
The R.E Programme for
2013/2014
Two years ago, I indicated that we
were to change the way in which RE is
taught in school. This would mean
that every year we would cover
Christianity and compare and contrast
it with just one other faith. The reason
was to enable a greater understanding
and much less confusion. Buddhism
and Judaism were our chosen faiths in
the past two years and led to a very
successful programme of RE being
covered across the school. I have
been very pleased indeed with the way
in which the subject has been
revitalised. Our chosen faith for
2013/14 is to be Hinduism which will
be studied alongside Christianity. As a
school we shall be able to recognise
significant Hindu festivals and it is
hoped to arrange for all the children
from Y1 to Y6 to visit a Hindu temple.
Children in Y1/2 will also visit St. Mary’s
Church, Y3/4 will visit Beverley Minster,
while Y5/6 will visit Holy Trinity, Hull.
Hinduism is the religion of the majority
of people in India and Nepal. It also
exists among significant populations
outside of the sub continent and has
over 900 million adherents worldwide.
In some ways Hinduism is the oldest
living religion in the world, or at least
elements within it stretch back many
thousands of years. Yet Hinduism
resists easy definition partly because of
the vast array of practices and beliefs
found within it. It is also closely
associated conceptually and historically

Dates for the first
Consultation Evenings are
published in the Diary for
advance warning.
Booking Forms will be sent
out in October. Both nights
will be in the week
immediately before the halfterm holiday. I think this gives
sufficient time for settling into
new classes while not leaving
important issues too long.
Remember parent/carers do
not have to wait until
Consultation Evenings if they
have a concern and may seek
to contact teachers at 3:30pm
via the office or by telephoning
the school.

with the other Indian religions Jainism,
Buddhism and Sikhism.
Unlike most other religions, Hinduism
has no single founder, no single
scripture, and no commonly agreed set
of teachings. Throughout its extensive
history, there have been many key
figures teaching different philosophies
and writing numerous holy books. For
these reasons, writers often refer to
Hinduism as 'a way of life' or 'a family
of religions' rather than a single religion.
•

•

•

Hinduism originated around the
Indus Valley near the River Indus in
modern day Pakistan.
About 80% of the Indian
population regard themselves as
Hindu.
Most Hindus believe in a Supreme
God, whose qualities and forms

Don’t Forget the Blog
A great way to see what
is going on at school.

Have you received a text
from the school this term?
If not please tell us

Just a reminder to Parent/Carers
that the school website is full of
useful information and links. These
are being expanded all the time.
Remember most letters are not
sent home in hard copy. You will
receive a text alert when letters are
published.
In addition from the Homepage is a
link to our School Blog. This is a

•

•

•

•

•

are represented by the multitude of
deities which emanate from him.
Hindus believe that existence is a
cycle of birth, death, and rebirth,
governed by Karma.
Hindus believe that the soul
passes through a cycle of
successive lives and its next
incarnation is always dependent
on how the previous life was lived.
The main Hindu texts are the
Vedas and their supplements
(books based on the Vedas). Veda
is a Sanskrit word meaning
'knowledge'. These scriptures do
not mention the word 'Hindu' but
many scriptures discuss dharma,
which can be rendered as 'code of
conduct', 'law', or 'duty'
Hindus celebrate many holy days,
but the Festival of Lights, Diwali is
the best known.
The 2001 census recorded
559,000 Hindus in Britain, around
1% of the population.

fascinating electronic diary with
photographs showing special
events and classroom activities in
the school. It forms a wonderful
record of life at Molescroft Primary
School. If you haven’t seen it, I
recommend you take a look, it is
well worth it. Thank you to Mr.
Britton for continuing to oversee its
development. If you haven’t
received a text from the school this
term it means that your mobile
phone number has not been
registered on our system. Please
let us know urgently.
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Green Mole
Bird Feeders
Year 1’s simple guide to make an ECO friendly bird feeder
!
!
!

!

a!

Take an empty juice bottle.!

Thread string through the 2
holes at the bottom to make a
hanger.

Ask an adult to put 2 holes at
top of the bottle, 2 holes at the
bottom and 10 in the middle.!

Push a stick through the holes
in the top of the bottle to make
the perch.

Fill the bottle with bird feed.!

Put the lid on the bottle.

Have!you!any!ideas!for!ECO!friendly!
recycling!that!we!can!share!in!our!
newsletter?!The!best!ideas!will!
feature!in!future!newsletters.!
!

Hang the bird feeder in your garden and let us know
which types of bird visit your feeder

DIARY
September
Monday 9th

Monday 16th

Monday 23rd
Tuesday 17th
Wednesday 25th
Thursday 26th
Monday 30th
October
Tuesday 1st
Wednesday 2nd
Thursday 3rd
Friday 4th
Monday 7th
Tuesday 8th

Wednesday 9th
Monday 14th

Wednesday 16th
Thursday 17th
Monday 21st

Thursday 24th
Friday 25th

Yours sincerely

Michael Loncaster
Head Teacher

Five meals for £5 week at Crofty’s Restaurant
Peripatetic Music lessons recommence this week
Clubs recommence this week
12 noon Brazilian National Day Lunch at Crofty’s Restaurant
12 noon Mexican National Day Lunch at Crofty’s Restaurant
All Day: Climbing Wall experience for Y5/Y6 pupils
6:15pm Meeting for Parents/carers of Y6
6:30pm Friends Committee in School: NOTE NEW DATE
Reading Champions week commences
4:00pm Y5/Y6 Football Tournament at Longcroft
6:00pm Governors’ Curriculum & Quality Assurance Committee
3:45pm D.I.E.D.R.E Committee
3:45pm B.A.H.L.O.W Committee
6:30pm Full Governing Body Meeting
Y5 Football match at Longcroft
Y3/4/5/6 Cross Country Event at Longcroft
3:15pm Friends’ Second Hand Uniform Sale
12 noon German National Day Lunch at Crofty’s Restaurant
PM Half of Y1 to visit Beverley Grange: Portraits Project
Y5 Cycling Training programme commences
PM Half of Y1 to visit Beverley Grange: Portraits Project
Y5 Football match at Longcroft
AM Individual Photographs day
4:30pm - 7:00pm Family Photo Night
5:30pm Governors’ Health & Safety Committee
6:30pm Governors’ Finance & Personnel Committee
5:30pm Parish Centre Committee Meeting
10:15am Harvest Festival Assembly
12 noon Harvest Mega Buffet at Crofty’s Restaurant
4:00pm Y5 Football at Longcroft
4:00pm Y5/6 Tag Rugby Tournament at Beverley Rugby Club
10:00am Y3/Y4 Hockey Tournament
3:00pm Y2 Harvest Market
3:15pm Y2 Harvest Soup Kitchen
Health Week commences
12 noon Trafalgar Day Lunch at Crofty’s
3:45pm Parent/Teacher Consultation Evening
Afternoon Tea Club in the Hall
10:00am Y5/Y6 Hockey Tournament
3:45pm Parent/Teacher Consultation Evening
Afternoon Tea Club in the Conservatory/Staff Room/old ICT Suite
3:30pm School closes for half term holiday
6:00pm All outdoor clubs close until 24th February 2014
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Individual photographs taken by the school
photographer
Tuesday 8th October 2013

PHOTOGRAPH ORDER FORM
Every child in the school will have an individual photograph taken. These no longer need to
be requested in advance.

This form should be returned ONLY if you would like an additional
photograph taking of a group of siblings together.
Please list below the names and classes of the children in your family you would like to be
photographed as a group during school hours on Tuesday 8th October 2013.
Name

Class

_____________________________________ ______________________________
_____________________________________ ______________________________
_____________________________________ ______________________________
_____________________________________ ______________________________

Remember the additional Family Photo Night session will be open from 4:30pm
on the same evening. Latest arrival time is 7:00pm.
Whole families and even pets can be photographed together. No need to book,
just turn up.
(Please note: waiting times will depend on demand)

