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New year, new faces, new goals
Dear Parents, Carers, Governors, Friends, Staff and Pupils

SEPTEMBER NEWS 

This	  newsle*er	  is	  
posted	  on	  the	  

website:	  
www.

molescro5primary.
net

From	  the	  website	  it	  
is	  possible	  to	  click	  
on	  the	  SCHOOL	  
BLOG	  which	  is	  an	  

online	  photographic	  
diary	  of	  life	  at	  the	  

school.
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Welcome to another school year at Molescroft 
Primary School.  Particularly a warm welcome to 
those starting at Molescroft Primary School for the 
first time in various year groups including our new 
starters in the Foundation Year.  It was wonderful 
to see everybody back and eager to learn today.  
As always I am indebted to our cleaning and 
caretaking staff for transforming our school into a 
shiny new pin over the holidays.  It is always 
amazing that when one considers all that goes on 
in the school how well kept it is. Mr. David Platten 
has begun work as our new caretaker and has 
certainly hit the ground running. Parents will be 
delighted to learn that as soon as training is 
complete he will also be our Crossing Patrol 
Warden. (8:30am to 8:50am / 3:30pm - 3:45pm) 
and at the original position near the cul-de-sac.  I 
thank Mr. Peter Thompson who has left after a 
year as caretaker.  He worked extremely hard 
streamlining the caretaking role and invested a 
great deal of time in efficiency savings for which 
we shall all benefit in years to come.  We all wish 
him success and happiness for the future.

Thank you for responding to the parent/carer survey 
in July.  I will publish a full report later this half term.  
Comments and observations will all be considered by 
the Molescroft Team. Thank you also for the many 

letters, e-mails and cards which were sent in July to 
thank me and the team for our work in and out of 
lesson times.  It really does make all the difference to 
know such endeavours are appreciated by so many.  

We welcome back Mrs. Grainger following her 
maternity leave and introduce Miss Johns who is our 
new Year 4 teacher. Mr. Williams and Miss Power are 
now the lead teachers in a Y2 and Y3 class.   We also 
welcome Mr. Mallison & Mr. Norton who are joining 
our teaching team through Riding Forward Teaching 
School.  We are delighted to have you all in our 
family. Some classes received a letter in the holiday 
as I shared the news that Miss Baker is expecting a 
baby and will now be teaching in Y5 whilst Mrs. 
Tippett returns to Year 6. We are also delighted to 
welcome Mrs. Jenny Wilson to our office team. She 
will be the first contact for dinner money and lots 
more besides.  Looking through the newsletter you 
will see reminders of important aspects designed to 
ensure the smooth running of the school.  There are 
some new and exciting developments on the 
clubs page too. I assure you all that Team Molescroft  
is ready and recharged to do the best for every child 
and to work within the community for the wellbeing of 
all. I sincerely pledge that over the next year our aim 
will remain as always to ensure that “Everybody 
Cares, Everybody Learns and Everybody Matters.” 

http://www.molescroftprimary.net
http://www.molescroftprimary.net
http://www.molescroftprimary.net
http://www.molescroftprimary.net
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A Reminder
The following is a repeat of 
previous letters. However may I 
express my sincere thanks for 
the full cooperation and 
understanding shown for the 
schools security arrangements.  
As always you have been 
amazing.  THANK YOU.

Like Heads of most schools I 
have tried to always ensure a 
balance between an open 
welcome and safety for our 
pupils.  The following 
arrangements have been in 
place since January 2010.  
There was I believe a potential 
gap in our security.  This was at 
either end of the school day.  At 
these times it was possible that 
an unknown adult could enter 
the school under the guise of 
being a Parent/Carer/
Grandparent/Child Minder.  As 
a result those bringing/
collecting children to/from 
school must not enter the 
cloakrooms.  No one other than 
staff and pupils can enter the 
school through entrances other 
than the main door at any time.  
This includes drop off, pick up 
times and includes during 
extended school activities.

If a Parent/Carer wishes to get 
a message to a member of staff 
please do come to the 
reception desk and the 
message will be delivered.  If 
after school or in an emergency 
before school a Parent/Carer 
needs to see a teacher, again 
please report to the reception 
desk.  Here visitors can be 
properly signed in and 
arrangements made for the 
guest to see a particular 
member of staff.  There are two 
exceptions to the above: 

a)  If your child has a special 
need and needs an adult to 

assist or needs to be handed 
over to a member of staff, 
special arrangements will be 
made.  
b)  The new Foundation Stage 
Children.  It is expected that 
those dropping off children will 
at first bring the child through 
the Foundation Stage 
courtyard (not the main 
entrance) directly to the 
classroom door.  

If your child requests you 
come into school with him or 
her I’m afraid the answer must 
be that this is not allowed …. 
unless Parents/Carers report 
to the main entrance first.

If a Parent/Carer forgets 
please do not panic, nothing 
awful will happen, but all staff 
have been instructed to 
challenge any adult on site at 
anytime without a visitors’ 
badge and guide the guest, 
even if known to them to the 
main office.  PLEASE DO NOT 
BE OFFENDED.  WE SHALL 
BE PLEASANT AND POLITE.

Please also be assured that 
any Parent/Carer who 
legitimately needs to see a 
member of staff will be able to.  
Any messages will be delivered 
and if it is vital that a message 
is delivered in person this will 
be facilitated providing the first 
port of call is the school 
reception (except as in (a) and 
(b) above).  Further to the 
above Parent/Carers should be 
aware that all site entrances 
are locked between 9 a.m. and 
3:20 p.m.  Exterior doors are 
locked from 8.50 a.m. to 9:15 
a.m.  3:15 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
and from 3:40 p.m. onwards.  
The main front door is locked 
from 8:55 a.m. to 3.20 p.m.  
and after 5pm. Access is 
possible from 8.30 a.m. (after 9 
a.m. by pressing the intercom 
button).  In addition pupil 
secretaries at lunchtime are not 
allowed to open external doors 

to visitors.  They must get a 
member of staff to do this.  

Thank you all in advance for 
your understanding.  Parent/
Carers can be confident of the 
absolute safety of their children 
whilst at school and if any 
Parent/Carer spots a weakness  
in our procedures, I will be 
grateful if you will please 
contact me. 

KEEPING EVERYONE SAFE 
IS THE MOST IMPORTANT 
RESPONSIBILITY OF THE 
SCHOOL.
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ASSOCIATION 
EVENTS
New for the Autumn 
Term
Look out for the Friends’ 
Association Newsletters.  The 
Friends’ have pledged to pay for a 
new kitchen, not for the school 
meals (sorry Mrs. Hunsley) but for 
the children.  The new national 
curriculum which starts this week 
in all primary schools requires 
children to learn to cook ‘meals’.  
Consequently we hope to convert 
one of our cloakrooms into a fully 
fitted kitchen with three ovens, 
sinks, fridge freezer and 
cupboards.  This is not going to be 
cheap but with your support of our 
fabulous Friends association we 

can realise this plan this year.  It will 
be used by all our children.

I know the Friends will be eager  to 
receive your support for the 
Christmas Fayre (it is only 3 months 
away!) and Christmas Cards, but 
also at two new ventures: Car Boot 
Sale Sunday 21st September and 
Bingo Pie and Pea and Folk Night 
Saturday 18th October.

LONGCROFT 
SHOWCASE
Hull City Hall
Once again, Longcroft School is 
organising a showcase of dance, 
drama and song for its partner 
schools.  Each school has 8 minutes 
to showcase an arts performance.  

We shall once again be taking the 
members of the Y3 to Y6 Urban 
Dancers and the Y5/Y6 Routines 
Dancers.

Mrs. Bulless is ready with the 
choreography, which is good as we 
have such a short time to prepare.  
( I wish it wasn’t quite so early in the 
year) but we know the children learn 
fast and were superb last year with 
their performance of ‘Game On’ 
reflecting a range of popular 
computer games.  The evening to 
keep free is Wednesday 15th 
October 2014 at 7pm.

RETURN OF THE CLIMBING 
WALL

On Monday 15th September 
the Climbing Wall will return 
for our Y5 and Y6 pupils to 
engage in an adventurous 
outdoor activity as part of 
the PE curriculum.

CLUBS
New opportunities
The club season will open from Monday 
8th September.  All our favourites are 
there plus some new opportunities. 
Karate is brand new and open initially 
to pupils in Y1 to Y3 and runs on 
Mondays from 5pm to 6pm.  This 
opportunity is provided by Kingston 
JKF Wadokai Karate Club.  
Tag Rugby also begins on Mondays 
from 3:30pm to 4:30pm through Tigers 
Trust who continue to operate the FY 
to Y2 Football Coaching on 
Wednesday Nights.  The school has 

taken out a block booking with the trust 
which provides extra benefits during 
the year whilst the school will quality 
assure the provision.
Zumba continues with Mrs. Rimmer 
on Thursdays and Fridays but will now 
include an element of Street Dance. 
All of the above are extended school 
activities and therefore charge a small 
fee per session.  Places are reserved 
using the booking forms available from 
the office.
Also note the Y3-Y6 Cricket runs on 
Thursday nights and Y3/Y4 Football on 
Tuesday evenings.  Full Details of all our 
clubs are on the next page.

NEW Karate for Y1 to Y3
(If successful we aim to 
extend to other age groups)



As always, I am indebted to the staff and volunteers who give up so much to offer extra curricular activities to our children. 
Below is a list of Clubs which operate at school.  Clubs in bold indicate a change.  Clubs in italics are provided through the 
Extended Schools Initiative, are NOT staffed by Molescroft, have a booking form AND usually incur a small fee. 
Day      Time              Club           Age Groups  Leader
Monday   12:00pm - 12:35pm  Routines Dance  Y6   Mrs. Bulless
      12:35pm – 1:10pm    Routines Dance  Y3   Mrs. Bulless
 until April  12:00pm – 12:30pm Intermediate Chess ALL   Mrs Coward
  3:30pm - 4:30pm  Tag Rugby  Y3 - Y6   Tigers Sport Ed Trust

In light rain the club will continue outside.  In heavy rain an indoor activity will be provided in Mr. Wood’s classroom. 
  5:00pm - 6:00pm  Karate   Y1 - Y3           Kingston JKF Wadokai Karate Club

 3:30pm - 6:30 pm   Theatre Club   Y3 to Y6   Mr. Loncaster
ATTENDANCE ORGANISED BY REHEARSAL TIMETABLE FROM MARCH 2015

Tuesday  12:00pm - 12:35pm    Routines Dance  Y5   Mrs. Bulless
      12:35pm -1:10pm  Routines Dance  Y4    Mrs. Bulless
  12:30pm – 1:00pm Christian Club  All     Mrs Norman, Mrs Hulse  
                    12:35pm – 1:10pm   iPad Club       Y6          Mr Britton 
  3:30pm - 4:30pm  Table Tennis  Y6   Mrs Coward 
  3:30pm – 4:30pm Boys Football           Y3 & Y4                 Mr. Williams / Mr. Norton

In light rain the club will continue outside.  In heavy rain an indoor activity will be provided in Mr. Wood’s classroom. 
  3:30pm - 4:30pm   Basketball  Y5/Y6   Mr. Rowsell

In light rain the club will continue outside.  In heavy rain an indoor activity will be provided in Mr. Rowsell’s classroom.
  3.40pm – 4.35pm        Gymnastics   Y1 - Y2      Head Coach of Meridian Gym
       4:35pm – 5:35pm   Gymnastics   Y3-Y6 & Advanced      “ “ “
Wednesday 12:00pm – 12:30pm Beginners Chess  ALL   Mrs Coward
  12:00pm - 12:35pm    Routines Dance  Y1   Mrs. Bulless
      12:35pm -1:10pm  Routines Dance  Y2    Mrs. Bulless

12.30pm – 1.00pm             Choir                  Y3 - Y6   Miss Baker & Mr Britton
  3:30pm - 4:30pm  Girls Football  Y3 - Y6        Mrs Coward

In light rain the club will continue outside.  In heavy rain an indoor activity will be provided in Mrs. Tippett’s Room.
  3:30pm – 4:30pm    Football Coaching FY TO Y2  Tigers Sport Ed Trust

 Children to change in FOUNDATION Room. Parents may support in the room, but not go further into school
In light rain the club will continue outside.  In heavy rain an indoor activity will be provided in the changing room.

     3:30pm - 4:30pm  Badminton  Y3 to Y6   Tigers Sport Ed Trust
  4:30pm - 5:30pm  Badminton for girls  Y3 to Y6   Tigers Sport Ed Trust
Thursday  8:00am - 8:45am  French   All standards  Le Club Français
  12:00pm - 12:30pm   Runner Beings!      Y3-Y6    Mrs. Charlton
  12:30pm – 1:00pm     Sewing & Knitting    Y5/Y6      Mrs Coward
  12:30pm - 1:10pm French   All standards  Le Club Français
  12:15pm - 1:10pm Gardening Club  By application  Mrs. Hemphill 
  3:30pm - 4:30 pm  Netball Club  Y5 & Y6       Mrs. Mitchell-Smith

In light rain the club will continue outside.  In heavy rain an indoor activity will be provided in Miss Baker’s Room. 
  3:30pm - 4:15pm  Zumba with Street Dance Y1 & Y2   Mrs. P. Rimmer
  4:30pm - 5:15pm   Tennis   FY to Y2   Advantage Coaching
  5:15pm - 6:00pm  Tennis   Y3—Y4   Advantage Coaching
    3:30pm - 4:30pm Cricket    Y3 to Y6   Mr. Wiles

In wet weather an indoor activity will be provided in Mr. Britton’s Classroom.  
Friday  12:30pm – 13:00pm   KS1 Maths Enrichment  By invitation  Mr. Atkinson
     12:00pm – 12:35pm Urban Dance  Y3 - Y4 BOYS   Mrs. Bulless
     12:35pm - 1:10pm Urban Dance    Y5 - Y6 BOYS  Mrs. Bulless 
  12:30pm – 1:00pm      Guitar              Y2 - Y6            Mr Britton
  12:30pm - 1:10pm Talented Artists   By Invitation   Mrs. Ripley

     12:35pm – 1:10pm      Stamps   Everyone          Mrs. Coward
   2:15pm – 3:05pm Orchestra  By invitation  Mrs. Walker 
  3:30pm – 4:30pm  Boys Football  Y5/Y6   Mrs. Coward 

In light rain the club will continue outside.  In heavy rain an indoor activity will be provided in Mr. Rowsell’s classroom.
  3:30pm - 4:30pm  Zumba with Street Dance Y3 to Y6   Mrs. P. Rimmer

Enrichment Clubs: various days and times (watch out for separate letters from Mrs. Lazenby)
PLEASE NOTE ALL EVENING CLUBS: THE COLLECTION POINT FOR PARENTS AND EXIT ROUTE FOR CHILDREN 

IS THROUGH THE MAIN FRONT DOOR.  PUPILS MUST NOT LEAVE VIA THE Y5/Y6 DOOR OR ANY OTHER 
EXTERNAL CLASSROOM DOOR.

THE MAIN RECEPTION DOOR SWITCHES TO AUTOMATIC CLOSURE AT 5PM

CLUBS: Making More of Molescroft
FROM THE WEEK COMMENCING Monday 8th September 2014
All OUTDOOR after school clubs close after October Half Term to resume 
after the February Half term break 2015.
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School Meals are Excellent Value.

Any Parent/Carer of Grandparent who would like 
to come to school and enjoy dinner with their 
children is welcome to do so. Just telephone the 
office before 10.00 am. on or before the school 
day* to reserve a meal.  Please bring photo I.D. 
with you.  Adult meals cost £3.30.  Children’s are 
£2.30.  It is excellent value, and by educating 
children away from a diet of crisps and processed 
food we are together building a lifetime of good 
eating habits and healthy hearts.  

DINNERS MUST BE PREPAID  and money must 
be sent to the classroom in a labelled 
envelope.  PLEASE DO NOT SEND LOOSE 
MONEY. Each room has a post box through 
which letters and money (providing it is in a 
labelled sealed envelope) can be sent to the 
school office.

Meals are advertised on the website and there 
is always the salad with two wraps option.

Children can self serve salad, vegetables and 
fruit salad and can have second portions.

* Please note; there are occasions e.g at christmas during the 
show week, and on sporting tournament days when it is not 
possible to accommodate extra adult guests at lunchtime.  The 
same applies on the first week in September when the priority 
is to reestablish systems for our pupils particularly our new 
starters.

I would like to say thank you to everyone who has supported Crofty’s Restaurant over the 
year.  Our school meals have gone from strength to strength and are more popular than ever.  
We usually have between 200 and 300 diners a day.  We expect this to rise to between 300 
and 400 this year.  Particular thanks to Mrs. Hunsley, Mrs. Lakin and Mrs. Long for preparing 
such tasty meals and for meeting the strict dietary requirements laid down by the government.  
Children in the Foundation Year and KS1 now all receive free meals.  Meals for KS2 pupils 
remain at £2.30 per meal. However to support parents our discount price for 5 meals in one 
week will be maintained. So if a child takes five consecutive meals within one week i.e. 
Monday to Friday, the cost for a week’s dinners will be £9.20.  I hope this continues 
to be a help to parents.

If a week has less than five days such as the first week, each meal will cost £2.30 but in 
weeks of 4 days we will do a special 4 days for £6.90.  This includes weeks when we take 
children out on a visit. In summary, by taking 5 meals in one week, the fifth meal is free (or the 
fourth in a four day week).

Adult meals cost £3.30 with a discount price of £13.20 for 5 meals.

Crofty’s Restaurant 2014/15
Special Discounts remain
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INTERNATIONAL 
SPECIALS AT 
CROFTY’S 
RESTAURANT
Celebrating 
International, cultural 
and seasonal events

The children will be pleased to 
know that more “specials” have 
been planned:

Tuesday 9th September
Brazilian National Day
Brazilian Black Beans & Chicken
Rice
Banana Cake

Tuesday 16th September                   
Mexican National Day
Chilli Con Carne
Rice & Tortillas
Ice Cream

Friday 3rd October
German National Day
Beef Rouladen (Casserole)
Mashed Potatoes
Black Forest Gateau

Monday 6th October
Harvest Mega Buffet

Tuesday 21st October
Trafalgar Day
Roast Chicken & Stuffing
Roast Potatoes
Syrup Sponge & Custard

SPECIAL OFFER IS BACK!

Five Meals for only £5 returns 
for a week

For one week only Crofty’s 
Restaurant is offering a 
special welcome back deal.  
On Monday 8th September for 
one week only, KS2 pupils 
taking a meal every day up to 
Friday 12th September will 
only be charged £5 for 5 
dinners.  This is a saving of 
£6.50 and is equivalent to £1 
per dinner.  A bargain surely.  
It’s simply irresistible

SUMMER SEMI FROZEN 
FRUIT KEBABS

 Semi-frozen fruit kebabs 
continue to be available 

from the Friends’ Garden 
each morning break.  
They cost 30p each.  

Once again thanks go to 
Mrs. Hunsley, our 

extremely flexible Cook, 
for facilitating this.

  

PACK UPS
You	  may	  have	  read	  that	  the	  
Educa@on	  Secretary	  is	  sugges@ng	  
that	  Head	  Teachers	  ban	  Packed	  
Lunches.	  	  I	  would	  like	  to	  reassure	  
parents	  that	  I	  am	  not	  minded	  to	  do	  
this.	  	  	  

I	  need	  to	  remind	  parents	  
nevertheless,	  that	  there	  is	  a	  NO	  
SWEETS	  rule	  at	  school	  including	  
lollies	  and	  this	  does	  apply	  to	  the	  
lunch	  box.	  	  

May	  I	  also	  suggest;	  for	  warm	  days;	  
parents	  include	  a	  frozen	  juice	  carton	  
in	  the	  box.	  	  This	  will	  help	  keep	  food	  
fresh.	  Lunch@me	  drinks	  are	  separate	  
from	  the	  class	  drinks	  bo*le.

Primary Languages
Spanish/French
Well ahead of the government’s agenda 
we have been teaching a modern 
language to our pupils.  Officially we 
have to offer this to children in Y3 
upwards, but we introduce this in the 
Foundation Year.
From this September our Y3 children 
will switch to French while the new 
Foundation Year Children will also begin 
French.  All other year groups will 
continue to learn Spanish. Led by Mrs. 
Henderson-Tucker the language 
teaching at the school has gone from 

strength to strength and we receive very  
positive feedback about our children’s 
language skills from their secondary 
schools.
The regulations expect that children will 
study one language from Y3 to Y6.  All 
our children will therefore stay with the 
language as indicated throughout their 
school life at Molescroft.
In future years we intend that the 
Foundation Stage will start with 
alternative languages, i.e French this 
year, next year’s starters will learn 
Spanish, the following year French and 
so on.  We will as a school develop an 
expertise in two languages.

Starting to learn a language at a 
young age reduces the chance 
of reluctance at a later stage.



M
O

LE
SC

RO
FT

 P
RI

M
AR

Y 
SC

HO
O

L 
NE

W
SL

ET
TE

R

Clubs
Please no waiting
As you will notice Molescroft Primary School 
continues to offer a comprehensive list of 
clubs providing a  fabulous opportunity for 
our pupils.  There have been cases on 
occasions of pupils waiting in school for clubs 
to start, sometimes up to an hour.  As I am 
sure you will understand this cannot occur 
unless supervised by an adult. No staff 
member is able to take responsibility for 
children waiting around on site and those 
organising the clubs must be able to remain 
focussed on the Health and Safety of those 
actually receiving tuition.  Thank you in 
advance of your co-operation and 
understanding.  Parent/Carers of children 
attending the Crofty’s Afternoon Tea Club are 

asked to indicate which school clubs their 
child is to attend.  Our sporting clubs often 
lead to pupils being able to participate in a 
number of inter-school competitions.  Last 
year was an amazingly successful year for 
our teams winning trophies, medals and 
recognition at town, county and regional level 
in football, rugby, cricket, tennis, netball, 
badminton, athletics and orienteering. 

 Representing the school in a competitive 
event is a special honour and I would like to 
thank and remind children who clearly have 
many sporting talents and play for clubs out 
of school not to forget that “Crofty expects” 
and we look forward to them representing 
Molescroft Primary School as well in the year 
ahead.

INSTRUMENTAL 
TUTION
New Programme

Recorder lessons will 
commence shortly on 
Wednesday afternoons for our 
new Year 3 children. The 
school has a limited stock of 
recorders which can be 
borrowed, but it would be 
helpful if children can provide 
their own.  We recommend an 
Aulos Descant Recorder.  The 
school will provide music.  

It is our aim that all pupils will 
leave us being able to read 
music.   Meanwhile recorder 
lessons will continue for Year 4 
on Wednesday afternoons and 
for Year 5 and Year 6 on 
Thursday afternoons.  As seen at 
the Exhibition of Work Evening, 
Mrs. Walker has introduced tenor 
and treble recorders for some of 
our older pupils.  Recorder 
lessons alternate with 
Mathematical Problem Solving 
lessons for all of KS2 with Mr. 
Wiles.  These lessons have had 
a major impact on maths 
attainment across KS2.  

The orchestra will meet on 
Friday afternoons.  Lessons for 
cello will continue on Thursday 
afternoons with Mrs. Wingrove.  
Mrs. Cunningham will continue 

her woodwind lessons on 
Wednesday mornings, whilst Mr. 
Wadsworth’s brass lessons 
continue on Tuesday mornings.  
Mr. Woolfries will be offering 
percussion lessons on Monday 
mornings.  Violin lessons remain 
on Fridays with Mrs. Quick.  
Spaces exist for brass (Y3 to Y6) 
lessons.  Anyone interested 
should contact the office.  

All these lessons 
commence on the week 
beginning 8th 
September 2014.

LEGO & JIGSAWS
Donations Welcome
The pupil council have asked me 
to make a request for any 
unwanted Lego, jigsaws and 
other games in good condition 
which can be used at Indoor 
Lunchtimes.

In addition we always welcome 
unwanted fancy dress and hats.  
These are greatly enjoyed by the 
children on the South 
Playground at Lunchtimes.  They 
inspire creative play.

CLASS POST BOXES

Each class has a post box.  
Children need to place any 
letters, forms and labelled 
envelopes with payments 
enclosed in these boxes.  The 
boxes will be delivered each 
morning with the register to 
the office.  Similarly the boxes 
will be delivered each 
afternoon to the classes with 
letters to families. 

In addition a post box is on 
the office desk for adults 
wishing to drop off letters 
personally without having to 
queue.

Our Olympic Legacy 
continues to develop.



READING CHAMPIONS WEEK
Reading is the key to success across the whole 
Curriculum.
Maintaining the focus on reading homework is 
essential in all year groups.
I am delighted to announce another Reading Champions’ week 
beginning 22nd September ensuring we continue to spark our pupils’ 
enthusiasm for reading.

As in any other year, children will be involved in many different exciting 
activities to encourage a love of reading.  Remember, reading doesn’t 
just have to be books.  We will be encouraging the children to read 
anything that they enjoy so that could be comics, newspapers or even a 
rugby programme!  As well as reading to themselves, it is also 
important that they hear text being read – a bedtime story is a perfect 
opportunity for this.  It is also vital that children get an opportunity to talk 
about what they read.  Our oldest pupils can still increase their 
understanding of a text if they discuss it with an adult who shares their 
enthusiasm!  It is absolutely essential that Reading from the Guided 
Reading Text is completed at home as set.  This ensures that each 
child is able to contribute to the Guided Reading in school.

Some events taking place are as follows:  

Visit to A LOCAL BOOKSHOP- Our ‘Reading Champion’ boys and 
girls will be visiting a local book shop to select books. They will then 
display the books and review them for our pupils.  We hope to post the 
pupils’ reviews on the school website to advise children on which books 
they may like to choose.  

Lunchtime Jackanory – Each day, teachers will be running lunchtime 
Jackanory sessions where the children will have the opportunity to 
listen to a variety of exciting stories being read.

Get Caught Reading – Every day children will have the opportunity to 
enter a Reading Raffle.  If a child is ‘caught reading’ they will be given a 
ticket which enters them into a draw.  At the end of the week, a ticket 
will be picked and the lucky winner will receive a prize.

Book Swap – Most children have lots of books that they have read and 
enjoyed but now rarely look at.  The book swap is a chance to swap 
any of these books for a new book.  
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Let’s take this opportunity to 
encourage our children to 

develop a love of reading that will 
last for life!

Don’t Forget the Blog
A great way to see what 
is going on at school.
Just a reminder to Parent/Carers 
that the school website is full of 
useful information and links.  These 
are being expanded all the time.  
Remember most letters  are not 
sent home in hard copy.  You will 
receive a text alert when letters are 
published. 

In addition from the Homepage is a 
link to our School Blog.  This is a 

fascinating electronic diary with 
photographs showing special 
events and classroom activities in 
the school. It forms a wonderful 
record of life at Molescroft Primary 
School.  If you haven’t seen it, I 
recommend you take a look, it is 
well worth it.  Thank you to Mr. 
Britton for continuing to oversee its 
development.  If you haven’t 
received a text from the school this 
term it means that your mobile 
phone number has not been 
registered on our system.  Please 
let us know urgently.

Have you received a text 
from the school this term? 
If not please tell us
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PARENT/CARERS OF 
YEAR 6
Working together

Parents/Carers of Year 6 
children will be aware that in 
May 2015 the children will be 
sitting national tests in exam 
conditions. These are know as 
SATs “ Standard Assessment 
Tests”.  On Monday 22nd 
September at 6.15 p.m., 
Parents/Carers are invited to 
attend a meeting designed to 
explain what to expect and how 
best pupils and Parents/Carers 
can be prepared for these 
important tests.  The tests will 
be taken during the week 
commencing 11th May 2014. 
Please note NO absence will be 
authorised for Y6 pupils for any 
reason in the testing period.

HARVEST FESTIVAL
A chance to give thanks

We are again to hold a special 
Harvest Festival Assembly on 
Monday 6th October.  I once 
again invite pupils to bring some 
gifts of fresh fruit or vegetables 
to form a display in the hall.  A 
couple of apples or a cabbage 
for example will be more than 
acceptable.   This will form a 
visual basis for our thanks for 
the harvest we so often take for 
granted.  At 3.00 p.m. on 
Wednesday 8th October a 
special market will be set up on 
the South Playground where 
our Y2 children will be selling 
the produce to parents/carers. 

Prices will be set competitively 
in comparison with local 
supermarkets. Any remaining 
food will be made into soup by 
Y2 which will be sold on 
Thursday 9th October 2014. All 
money raised will go to this 
year’s Charity Fund Raising 
effort (November).   

In addition anyone wishing to 
send tinned or dried food may 
do so.  These items will be sent 
to the Food Bank for distribution 

AUTUMN PHOTO 
COMPETITION

To mark the season of ‘mellow 
fruitfulness, we are inviting 
children to send in Autumnal 
photographs that they have 
taken.  Digital images can be sent 
to 
lhemphill@molescroftprimary.net 
The closing date for entries is 
17th November 2014.  Prizes will 
be presented to the winners who 
capture the beauty of the season.  
This has produced some 
fabulous images in the past.  
Children may enter in school time 
by arrangement with Mrs 
Hemphill using school iPads.

MOBILE PHONES
Please do not bring 
them to school
This time last year I requested that 
parents’ did not send mobile phones to 
school. I can understand that on some 
special occasions a parent may like a 
child to have a phone on the way home, 
but generally speaking they are not 
needed. This was evidenced by the 
number left in the office on an evening. 
(four have spent the last six weeks in 
the school office) Like last year 
therefore any mobile phones on site 

must be handed into the school office 
and these will not be accepted without 
a written request from home. I hope this 
also helps parents who are possibly 
being pressured by children also under 
peer pressure to have one at school.

To ensure cyber bullying never occurs, 
children are not allowed to have mobile 
phones on their person or in their bags 
during normal school hours.  It was 
quite shocking to see how quickly this 
sort of thing can get out of hand when 
the children have access to phones at 
events such as discos.

PREVENTING CYBER 
BULLYING

mailto:lhemphill@molescroftprimary.net
mailto:lhemphill@molescroftprimary.net
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CYCLE TRAINING 
PROGRAMME FOR 
YEAR 5
Please contact the school 
if you need assistance 
with this programme, 
particularly with the 
storage of cycles.

Shortly parent/carers of Year 
5 who reserved lessons in 
July will find out which group 
their child will be in for their 
Cycling training.  The children 

will have two full days of 
intensive training.  Full details 
will be sent regarding 
requirements, together with 
the request for the payment.  
The programme begins on 
24th  September 2014.

The groupings should be 
arranged to avoid children 
missing peripatetic music 
lessons.

HOLIDAYS IN TERM 
TIME
A reminder of the legal 
changes announced in 
July 2013.

I must remind parents/carers of the 
regulations regarding term time 
absence from school.  Until July 
2013, Molescroft Primary School 
operated a slightly more flexible 
version of the East Riding of 
Yorkshire Council’s policy on Term 
Time Holidays. After then both 
policies changed as a result of new 
legislation. The school now has no 
option but to follow the Council’s 
policy which meets a new statutory 
framework.

Basically the former procedure 
where Head Teachers could 
authorise up to ten days absence in 
a year has been removed. Head 
Teachers from 1st September 2013 
have no further power to do this. 
Had this been policy in 2012/2013 
every application except for one 
would have been unauthorised.

It is no longer possible to authorise 
holiday absence for example 
because of employment constraints, 
or to visit sporting events, or to see 
Father Christmas in Lapland.

There are a very few minor 
exemptions but short of 
bereavement or serious medical 
condition it is practically impossible 
to secure authorisation. The 
increased fines remain based on 5 
days of accumulated unauthorised 
absence, per child, per parent. I am 
legally bound to inform all parent/
carers that I am now not in a 

position to authorise any further 
holiday absence.

Parents can do quite a lot to avoid 
falling into the trap of accumulating 
unauthorised absence to the level of 
receiving a fine.  If in doubt please 
do not hesitate to contact me before 
making a booking. 

In addition, please don’t ask 
the children to keep a secret 
or pretend they have been ill.  
They just can’t resist telling 
someone, usually the teacher, 
where they have really been.

CONSULTATION 
EVENINGS
Dates published in the 
Diary
 
Booking Forms will be sent out in 
October.  Both nights will be in the 
week immediately before the half-
term holiday.  I think this gives 
sufficient time for settling into new 
classes while not leaving important 
issues too long.  Remember parent/
carers do not have to wait until 
Consultation Evenings if they have 
a concern and may seek to contact 
teachers at 3:30pm via the office or 
by telephoning the school.

 	  

The starting point of 
the government’s 
policy is that 
children do not take 
time off in term 
time.

   

These lessons save 
lives.
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INDIVIDUAL 
PHOTOGRAPHS
Family Night available 
The school photographer will 
be visiting again on Tuesday 
7th October 2014.  Please 
note that all children will be 
photographed. Parent/Carers 
will only have to nominate 
groups of siblings for extra 
photos.  A form is being sent 
home as a hard copy.  

Parents are not obliged to 
purchase the photographs.

The Family photo session to 
which anyone can come 
including pets will be 
operating from 4:30pm to 7pm 
on the same date.

BOOK BAGS ARE 
ESSENTIAL
We provide the rest.

More than ever it is imperative that children 
have a book bag.  These are available from 
the school office priced £3.50 or £7 for the 
stronger Hi-Viz bag (more suitable for older 
children).

Children need to keep their reading book in 
this bag at all times and to carry it around if 
they are moving from class group to 
numeracy lesson.  Children will also need to 
keep homework, music and their recorder in 
the bag at all times.  Year 6 particularly need 
to ensure that they still have a bag.  This 
book bag needs to be seen as different to 
one which may hold other things.  As before 
children should not bring toys, sweets or 
even pencils, pencil cases or other 
stationery products to school.  We will 
provide everything they need.

RELIGIOUS 
EDUCATION
Continuing our study of 
world faiths
Three years ago, I indicated that we were to 
change the way in which RE is taught in 
school.  This would mean that every year we 
would cover Christianity and compare and 
contrast it with just one other faith.  The 
reason was to enable a greater 
understanding and much less confusion.  
Buddhism, Judaism and Hinduism were our 
chosen faiths in the past three years and led 
to a very successful programme of RE being 
covered across the school.  I have been very 
pleased indeed with the way in which the 
subject has been revitalised. Our featured 
faith for 2014/15 is to be Islam which will be 
studied alongside Christianity.  As a school 
we shall be able to recognise significant 
Islamic festivals and understand the nature 
of a faith which shares so much with 

Christianity. We shall arrange for all the 
children from Y1 to Y6 to visit a local 
mosque. Children in Y1 will also visit 
St.Leonard’s  Church, Y2 St. Mary’s Church. 
Y4 will visit Beverley Minster, while Y6 will 
visit Holy Trinity, Hull.  

WATER BOTTLES
Just a reminder
On the first day back to school in September 
every child should have received a new 
bottle. Foundation Stage children received 
them in June. It will be replaced on an 
annual basis. The bottles come with special 
storage racks for the classrooms.  ONLY 
these bottles will be permitted in the 
classroom.  Replacement bottles are 
available from the office at a cost of £1 per 
bottle.  Worn out caps will be replaced for 
20p.  Drinks with packed lunches must be 
stored separately with the packed lunch.

SPORTING 
TOURNAMENTS

Tag Rugby is being taught across 
KS2 this half term and will 
conclude with Tournaments on 
the mornings of Wednesday 22nd 
October Y3/Y4 and Thursday 
23rd October Y5/Y6.

Mr. Wood will be delighted to 
hear from anyone willing to help 
referee at either tournament.

Meanwhile for the first time ever 
we are moving specific sport 
training into KS1.  Y2 will be 
learning Handball this half term 
and will hold a tournament on the 
morning of Friday 17th October.

A great Christmas Present. 
... sorry for mentioning 
Christmas in September!



PARKING
Very Important
Please note that the yellow markings outside our school 
are LEGALLY ENFORCEABLE and local council officers 
have and will hand out parking fines.  

As outside all schools, traffic can be congested particularly at 3:30 
p.m.  In the interests of all our pupils’ safety we ask that those 
collecting children by car, park away from the school and walk to the 
school gates.  It is important that the line of vision for those crossing 
the road, particularly children, is protected at all times.   I am grateful  
that most parents avoid parking in the cul de sac.  Over 250 children 
use this route as an exit and lives are at risk if drivers are having to 
manoeuvre in this space.  Your co-operation is much appreciated.

IN ADDITION I ask parents to be considerate of our neighbouring 
residents.  Please don’t park across driveways and please be very 
careful on St. Leonard’s Road.  The result of parking on both sides 
of the road has led on occasions to a situation whereby the service 
bus, and on one occasion an ambulance, could not get through.  

Please can parent/carers also inform other drivers 
who may be collecting their children of the 

regulations and requests.

THANK YOU IN ADVANCE FOR YOUR UNDERSTANDING
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Thank you for supporting the school uniform
How smart our pupils look on route to school
It is always appropriate at the beginning of term to thank Parents/
Carers and pupils for their overwhelming support and backing for 
the school uniform.
It is expected that all children will wear the school colours; a royal 
blue NOT NAVY BLUE   sweatshirt or cardigan over a yellow, white 
or emerald green polo shirt.  Blue, green or yellow gingham or 
striped dresses are also acceptable in the summer months.  
PLEASE AVOID RED as this is not a school colour.  
Children must be dressed appropriately for a day’s school work.  
Sportswear, tracksuits, jeans etc are not suitable.  Clothes which 
are excessively short, long, tight or baggy are unsuitable.  
Children need to be prepared for indoor P.E. every day and need to 
keep their black indoor P.E. kit in school from Monday to Friday.  
Children from Year 2 to Year 6 also require a warm outdoor P.E. kit 
with a change of footwear with a good grip.   A hoodie is available 
and may be used for outdoor winter PE, but may not be worn as a 
replacement for the jumper or cardigan inside school. 
We also have in stock a school reversible waterproof coat in navy or 
royal.
The Friends Association has a stock of quality second hand uniform 
available at reasonable prices.  The Friends shop is open on the 
first Wednesday of each month. Please note that only a small profit 
is made on our uniform sales.  This is used to fund special school 
purchases.  Providing the colour codes are followed Parent/Carers 
may buy school uniform from any outlet they wish.

Outdoor PE shoes 
must have a good 

grip. Plimsol based 
shoes are not strong 
enough for outdoor 

PE.
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Unauthorised absences are rare as parents/carers always inform the 
school either by phone or in person of the reason why their child is absent. 
We are grateful for the support of parents/carers in this matter and also for 
keeping the time pupils are absent to a minimum. 

Autumn Term 2014

School opens Wednesday 3rd September 2014

Autumn Term 2014
School closes for half-term Friday 24th October 2014

Autumn Term 2014
School opens Monday 3rd November 2014

Autumn Term 2014

School closes for Christmas Friday 19th December 2014

Spring Term 2015

School opens Tuesday 6th January 2015

Spring Term 2015
School closes for half-term Friday 13th February 2015

Spring Term 2015
School opens Monday 23rd February 2015

Spring Term 2015

School closes for Easter Friday 27th March 2015

Summer Term 2015

School opens Tuesday 14th April 2015

Summer Term 2015
School closed for Bank Holiday Monday 4th May 2015

Summer Term 2015 School closes for half-term Friday 22nd May 2015Summer Term 2015
School opens Monday 1st June 2015

Summer Term 2015

School closes for Summer Holiday Friday 17th July 2015

Autumn Term 2015

School opens Tuesday 8th September 2015

Autumn Term 2015
School closes for half-term Friday 23rd October 2015

Autumn Term 2015
School opens Monday 2nd November 2015

Autumn Term 2015

School closes for Christmas Friday 18th December 2015

Spring Term 2016

School opens Tuesday 5th January 2016

Spring Term 2016
School closes for half-term Friday 12th February 2016

Spring Term 2016
School opens Monday 22nd February 2016

Spring Term 2016

School closes for Easter Thursday 24th March 2016

Summer Term 2016

School opens Tuesday 12th April 2016

Summer Term 2016
School closed for Bank Holiday Monday 2nd May 2016

Summer Term 2016 School closes for half-term Friday 27th May 2016Summer Term 2016
School opens Monday 6th June 2016

Summer Term 2016

School closes for Summer Holiday Friday 22nd July 2016

Please note the dates above do not necessarily correspond with those of neighbouring schools.

Absences 
Parents/carers are required to inform the school office of the reason for absence as soon as possible. This may 
be in person or by telephone. Failure to do so will result in an unauthorised absence being recorded. In the 
interest of pupil security, absence should be reported to the school office (by telephone or in person) before 
school commences on the morning of absence. 

Holidays in term time 
Head Teachers can no longer sanction holidays in term time.  Taking holiday absence will lead to an 
unauthorised absence.

Fines are imposed by the Local Authority for unauthorised absence. Fines are issued per 
child, per parent, per accumulated week of absence. The school does not receive any money. 



September

Monday 8th  Five meals for £5 week at Crofty’s Restaurant
   Peripatetic Music lessons recommence this week
   Clubs recommence this week
Tuesday 9th  12 noon Brazilian National Day Lunch at Crofty’s Restaurant
Wednesday 10th French Le Petit-dejeuner for FY and Y3
Monday 15th  All Day: Climbing Wall experience for Y5/Y6 pupils
   6:30pm Friends Committee in School
Tuesday 16th  12 noon Mexican National Day Lunch at Crofty’s Restaurant
Friday 19th  1:15pm Green Team Meeting
Sunday 21st   7:30am Friends Association Car Boot Sale
Monday 22nd  Reading Champions week commences
   6:15pm Meeting for Parents/carers of Y6
Wednesday 24th & 25th Y5 Cycle Training Group 1
Friday 26th & 29th Y5 Cycle Training Group 2
Tuesday 30th & 1st  Y5 Cycle Training Group 3
Tuesday 30th  5:30pm Governors’ Health & Safety & Premises Committee
   6:30pm Governors’ Finance & Personnel Committee
October
Wednesday 1st 3:15pm FOMS 2nd Hand Uniform Sale
Thursday 2nd & 3rd  Y5 Cycle Training Group 4
Thursday 2nd  1:15pm Y1 Portrait Project at Beverley Grange (1st group) 
Friday 3rd  12 noon German National Day Lunch at Crofty’s Restaurant 
   1:15pm Y1 Portrait Project at Beverley Grange (2nd group) 
Monday 6th  2 week placement of a student from Bremerhaven 
   10:15 Harvest Assembly
   12 noon Harvest Mega Buffet at Crofty’s Restaurant
Tuesday 7th  AM Individual Photographs day
   4:30pm - 7:00pm Family Photo Night
   6:00pm Governors’ Curriculum & Quality Assurance Committee
Wednesday 8th 3:00pm Y2 Harvest Market
   3:45pm D.I.E.D.R.E Committee
Thursday 9th  All Day Y3 Visiting Murton Park: Roman Day
   3:15pm Y2 Harvest Soup Kitchen
   3:45pm B.A.H.L.O.W Committee
   4:00pm Y5/Y6 Girls Football Tournament
   4:00pm Y5/6 Tag Rugby Tournament at Beverley Rugby Club
Tuesday 14th  4:00pm Y3/Y4 Cross Country Tournament
Wednesday 15th 7:00pm Longcroft Showcase at Hull City Hall
Friday 17th  9:15am Y2 Handball Tournament
Saturday 18th  7:30pm FOMS Pie, Pea, Bingo and Folk Night
Monday 20th  Health Week commences
   3:40pm Parent/Teacher Consultation Evening
   Afternoon Tea Club in the Conservatory/Staff Room
Tuesday 21st  12 noon Trafalgar Day Lunch at Crofty’s
Wednesday 22nd 9:15am Y3/Y4 Hockey Tournament
Thursday 23rd  9:15am Y5/Y6 Hockey Tournament
   3:40pm Parent/Teacher Consultation Evening
   Afternoon Tea Club in the Conservatory/Staff Room
Friday 24th   3:30pm School closes for half term holiday
   6:00pm All outdoor clubs close until 23rd February 2015

MONDAY 3RD NOVEMBER: SCHOOL REOPENS
PLEASE NOTE THE DEADLINE FOR APPLYING FOR ADMISSION IN 2015/16 IS 

15th JANUARY 2015

Yours sincerely

Michael Loncaster
Head Teacher

DIARY



Amelia 
North 

and the Worlds 

 

 

A  race-against-time  adventure  story.                                                                                                        
Over  300  pages  brimming  with  brand  new  characters                                                                                

travelling  between  two  worlds.                                                                                                                                    
For  all  those  who  remain  young  at  heart. 

 

At  Chequers  Micropub      Swabys  Yard 

Beverley  Saturday  27th  Sept  from  1.00pm 

Why  not  take  time  out 
  for  a  drink  at  the  bar? 

 

The  first   

novel  by  new   

  Beverley   

author   

Trevor  Lilley 
 

 

Personalised  book  signing      
at  the  event! 

 
   

Book  Launch   

£9.00 Trevor Lilley * 



PHOTOGRAPH ORDER FORM

Every child in the school will have an individual photograph taken.  These no longer need to 
be requested in advance.

This form should be returned ONLY if you would like an additional 
photograph taking of a group of siblings together.

Please list below the names and classes of the children in your family you would like to be 
photographed as a group during school hours on Tuesday  7th October 2014.

Name       Class

_____________________________________  ______________________________  

_____________________________________ ______________________________

_____________________________________ ______________________________

_____________________________________ ______________________________

Remember the additional Family Photo Night session will be open from 4:30pm 
on the same evening.  Latest arrival time is 7:00pm.

Whole families and even pets can be photographed together.  No need to book, 
just turn up.

(Please note: waiting times will depend on demand)

Individual photographs taken by the school 
photographer
Tuesday 7th October 2014
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