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27th February 2017 

 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
20 IDEAS PROGRAMME: CHANGES TO THE STRUCTURE OF THE SCHOOL DAY 
 
As you are aware, changes initiated in the Curriculum and most notably in the assessment 
arrangements have significantly raised the bar in terms of what is expected of our pupils most 
notably in English and Maths.  In simple terms the general expectations have risen by a year.  
What was once expected of a pupil in Year 7 i.e. secondary school is now expected in Year 6.  On 
top of this are the new expectations in Grammar.  Many parents were genuinely shocked by what 
exactly their children are expected to know as demonstrated at parents’ meetings held last 
September for Year 2 and Year 6. 
 
At Molescroft we launched an immediate reorganisation of the Curriculum for September 2014 and 
have continued to review this.  In September of last year, the most significant decision was to take 
on board the Maths Mastery approach, to ensure a real embedding of understanding and security 
of understanding in Maths.  We believe it will give our pupils a real sense of security as they face 
national tests. 
 
You will also know me well enough to know that the breadth of our curriculum is central to our ethos.  
The place of the Arts and PE are crucial to the development of the whole individual.  We are about 
developing our young people for a life to be lived to the full and with rich experiences designed to 
open doors and opportunities.  Some schools appear to have reduced the broad curriculum to a bare 
skeleton with little other than Maths and English. 
 
We have however, to operate in the real world and as part of our 20 ideas campaign we have been 
looking at the structure of lessons and the school day itself.  After considerable thought the following 
changes began today.  The overall aim has been to increase the time available for English and Maths 
and also for PE, particularly in winter months, when the demand on the hall is at its greatest.  The 
team have agreed to a new structure which will provide an extra 2 hours per week for English and 
Maths and extra PE sessions for all.  We have been informed of a new expectation from the 
government that all children will do 1 hour of organised Physical activity per day.  Half of this is to be 
in school.  The other half evidently is over to you.  Our clubs however can be used to support you in 
achieving your part.  I don’t think there is an expectation that parents will have their own Ofsted 
Inspections!  
 
So to achieve this the following has been put in place. 
 

• Assembly has been moved to the afternoon every day. 
 

• This has enabled us to redesign the Hall timetable and facilitate 2 new hall slots per day.  
Children will also benefit from a fitness unit every week from November to April, with full 
year groups enjoying this together in the hall. 

 
• There will therefore be no playtime in an afternoon.  This is not unusual and many schools 

follow this pattern.  It was considered shortening the lunch break but getting everyone 
through the dining hall in just an hour is unlikely and even more concerning was the effect 
that it would have on lunchtime clubs, which offer so many experiences to our pupils. 

 
• In addition, 9 hours each of RE, History and Geography per year will be specifically taught 

through English time.  For example, research in History could lead to a report being written in 
English. 

 

GOLD 



• Finally, after Easter the Food Technology Curriculum will be taught in PPA afternoons.  Each child in groups 
of ten will engage in a cooking unit every term.  These will be designed to teach cookery skills and will link to 
seasons rather than other curriculum units. 

 
 
Clearly the children will at first be disappointed to lose their afternoon playtime, but they have been promised that for 
hard and sustained work, their teachers can take them on to the Adventure Playground for a release of energy. 
 
The impact will be studied very carefully.  I believe that the changes described above will ensure that our pupils will 
have the best chance to achieve the new challenging goals which are now expected of them.  Equally important 
though it will ensure that the rich and inspiring curriculum which we offer the children will be secure.  To lose that 
would be a betrayal of our children’s childhood and also I believe the needs of this country; to provide a generation of 
highly skilled, articulate and tolerant citizens equipped to be the next leaders, designers, inventors, innovators, 
discoverers and creators; for these skills are surely the bedrock of what this country does best. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 

 
 
Michael Loncaster 
Head Teacher 
 
 
 
 


