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Thank you once again for returning the parent/carer survey 2018 and for your 
commendations and questions.  Your questions are taken in the spirit of our 
partnership to continually improve the provision and I note that often the questions 
and suggestions come from parents who on the form also gave full support to the 
school, so clearly they are also offered in the same spirit. 
 
I appreciate the overwhelming support and approval for what we do at Molescroft.  
This doesn’t mean that if you feel differently, that your opinions do not matter.  
Please do come and have a chat with me if I can help to make the experience of 
your children and your family better. 
 
Where possible I have tried to respond or offer an explanation to the questions 
placed. My replies are in italics. The replies are from me, so when the word I or me is 
used it refers to me, Mr. Loncaster.  Clearly it is not possible to please everyone all 
the time, and sometimes we may have to agree to disagree.  However, your views 
are welcome and will be considered by the team.  As promised, staff and governors 
at our annual Standards’ Meeting next month will discuss the full report.  At this 
meeting, we set the priorities for the year ahead.  Many changes great and small have 
been made as result of these surveys.  It is therefore a worthwhile exercise.  If I have 
suggested below that you contact me, please do.  It is a genuine invitation. 
 
Figures are shown in percentage terms and the actual numbers of respondents.  
Please do remember that you must contact me again should you wish to discuss 
these or any other issues further. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
 
M.A. Loncaster 
Head Teacher 
  



Parent/Carers Survey: Molescroft Primary School 2017/2018 
Number of respondents followed by % 
rounded. 
 

strongly 
agree 

agree neither 
agree/nor 
disagree 

disagree strongly 
disagree 

1. My child is making good progress at school. 31  70% 12 27% 1   2% 0   0% 0   0% 
2. My child is given the opportunity to succeed. 34  77% 9   20% 1   2% 0   0% 0   0% 
3. The school has effective policies and 

procedures to ensure the safeguarding of 
children. 

30   68% 12 27% 2   5% 0   0% 0   0% 

4. Children behave well at school. 27   61% 15 34% 2   5% 0   0% 0   0% 
5. My child is not bullied or harassed at school. 23   52% 15 34% 2   5% 4   9% 0   0% 
6. The school provides strong moral guidance 

for the children. 
32   73% 8  18% 3   7% 1   2% 0   0% 

7. Homework is set as described in the policy 
on the website.   

28   64% 14 32% 2   5% 0   0% 0   0% 

8. The school gives my child the opportunity to 
develop a healthy lifestyle. 

26   59% 16 36% 1   2% 1   2% 0   0% 

9. My child enjoys school. 33   75% 10 23% 1   2% 0   0% 0   0% 
10. My child is enthusiastic about learning. 34   77% 9   20% 1   2% 0   0% 0   0% 
11. The curriculum is broad and balanced. 32   73% 11 25% 1   2% 0   0% 0   0% 
12. Molescroft Primary School is an exciting 

place for my child to be. 
39   89% 3   7% 1   2% 1   2% 0   0% 

13. My child is cared for and supported. 32   72% 10 23% 2   5% 0   0% 0   0% 
14. Teaching is good. 33   75% 10 23% 0   0% 1   2% 0   0% 
15. Staff expect my child to work hard and do his 

or her best. 
35   80% 9   20% 0   0% 0   0% 0   0% 

16. Staff treat my child fairly. 30   68% 13 30% 1   2% 0   0% 0   0% 
17. Staff encourage my child to become mature 

and independent. 
34   77% 9   20% 1   2% 0   0% 0   0% 

18. I know who to approach if I need support and 
guidance. 

36   82% 6   13% 2   5% 0   0% 0   0% 

19. I feel able to approach the school for help. 33   75% 8  18% 2   5% 0   0% 1   2% 
20. The Governors work to ensure the success 

of the school. 
28   64% 13 30% 2   5% 0   0% 1   2% 

21. I know how my child is getting on at school. 27   61% 14 32% 2   5% 1   2% 0   0% 
22. The school seeks the views of 

parents/carers and takes account of their 
suggestions and concerns. 

25   57% 14 32% 3   7% 1   2% 1   2% 

23. I am kept well informed about school events. 34  77% 9   20% 0   0% 1   2% 0   0% 
24. There is a good range of activities at school, 

which my child finds interesting and 
enjoyable. 

34  77% 8  18% 2   5% 0   0% 0   0% 

25. The school promotes equality of opportunity 
and is against any form of discrimination. 

30   68% 10 23% 4   9% 0   0% 0   0% 

26. The school is well led and managed. 39   89% 4   9% 1   2% 0   0% 0   0% 
27. I support the ethos of the school. 37   84% 5   11% 1   2% 1   2% 0   0% 
28. The school has a positive impact on the 

wider community. 
36   82% 5   11% 3   7% 0   0% 0   0% 

29. I would recommend the school. 39   89% 2   5% 2   5% 0   0% 1   2% 
 strongly 

agree 
agree neither 

agree/nor 
disagree 

disagree strongly 
disagree 

30. Foundation Stage Parents only:  The 
arrangements for the integration of my child 
into school were effective. 

 

8   80% 2   20% 0   0% 0   0% 0   0% 

31. Foundation Stage Parents only: I am able 
to support my child’s learning. 

8   80% 2   20% 0   0% 0   0% 0   0% 

32. Foundation Stage Parents only: I know 
how my child is achieving at school. 

8   67% 2   17% 1    8% 1     8% 0   0% 

 
 
 
 



  
 

 
Questions and answers. 
 
Parents who are on a low income, but work are not eligible for free school meals.  I believe school dinners are 
the best option for active, growing children, but £10 a week per child is a significant part of our income. 
Why are dinners so expensive?  Hull schools charge 50p a day and still offer the same extensive choices. 
I am not certain, but Hull City Council must be subsidising the meals.  If I charged 50p a meal, I would have to 
find every year £45600.  (Based on the lost £2 per meal, per day, per 120 KS2 diners). That would be a huge 
dent in the school budget. We had hoped that the free meal would be extended to KS2, but that seems 
unlikely in the economic current climate.  I do however offer the free meal per week, which most schools do 
not. 
 
Maybe need to know more about treats that go on in school, e.g. bouncy castle.  My daughter’s class did not 
get to go on and other class did in Year 3.  Can you just explain that to the children? 
The bouncy castles at the end of the school year are provided as prizes. e.g. winning for the classes winning 
the “Yorkshire in Bloom Tub Competition” and the class “Saving our Oceans” project.  They were announced 
in a full assembly and there was a full explanation with a schedule on the screen, the children should 
understand who was going on and why. I will try to be clearer next year. 
 
It is a shame that foundation stage children don’t acknowledge mothers’/fathers’ day (could do a ‘someone 
special’ card).  These are great keepsakes. 
It would be lovely if children made mothers’ day/fathers’ day cards. 
Sometimes doing these cards can cause problems. 
I know that when I was at school we made cards for such events and at Christmas and Easter etc., but in 
many ways that was the Art Curriculum then.  In my day it was more unusual to have craft materials at home.  
Some of you may remember the tiny files of glitter you could buy at the newsagents.  However, children tend 
to have a range of materials at home to be able to do these crafty things. The curriculum has developed 
considerably and therefore some things are replaced.  The tea club however often make craft articles 
including cards.  I know this doesn’t answer your request but I hope it is at least an explanation. 
 
Are parents’ comments read in reading records? Never acknowledged. Could stickers be used so that parents 
know when children have read to an adult? 
Yes, they are read, and we very much appreciate parents' partnership in this matter.  Teachers don’t actually 
“hear” most children read individually very often (in the traditional sense of sitting listening to one child at a 
time,) except where we are concerned that extra practise is required.  We rely on parents doing the listening 
to children practising their reading, because we focus on the group guided reading lessons, which are very 
intensive and actually teach children to read along with the phonics lessons. When I was a class teacher in 
the 1980s I was expected to hear every child read every day. The time I spent listening rather than teaching 
was enormous.  The proof is in the pudding in that the intensive Guided Reading sessions coupled with the 
support from home really works.  Our children perform well in reading and our Phonics results in Year 1 are 
among the highest in the country. 
 
Could more choice of healthy dessert options be available at lunchtimes?  There are quite a lot of cakes! 
There is a fresh fruit salad option every day.  The meals are designed by the catering department at the East 
Riding Council.  I have to abide by these menus because I have to meet government standards on providing a 
fully balanced menu across each week.  This actually includes the puddings. I am however allowed to have 
the “specials”. 
 
The teachers should ensure the doors are open at the correct time.  We ensure to arrive on time and teach 
children the importance of time keeping! 
I’m not quite sure what you are referring to.  School starts at 08:50 and the teachers open the doors at 08:40 
to give parents a ten minute window to allow children into school ready to work at 08:50.  Opening the doors 
at 08:40 is a kindness offered by the teachers, they are not contracted to start teaching until 08:50, but of 
course as you know we start mental warm up activities as soon as the door opens. However, the first lesson 
commences at 08:50. If there is a regular problem at any particular door, please let me know.  One parent in 
July felt that the Y1 door was being closed too early, I have had a clock put in the cloakroom to hopefully 
solve this problem. 
 
Is it possible to return to weekly homework for maths?  We felt this was an excellent way of reinforcing the 
work our son had been doing at school. 
I believe the Homework policy has been extremely effective in supporting the children’s learning in Maths.  
The results we have achieved in Standardised Maths tests taken from Y1 to Y6 are the best ever.  The 
percentages of children achieving at above expectation levels is phenomenal.  I also really like the 
communication between home and school from teachers by email about the homework to be tackled.  



Remember the homework pack gives you a lot of information which you can tackle at any time.  In addition, on 
the school website is the Maths curriculum for each year group.  Here, parents can see exactly what we are 
covering, so they can further support learning at home if they desire. https://molescroftprimary.net/curriculum/ 
 
Suggestions and answers 
 
A re-examination of the spelling lists.  Words I would never use are given to children who certainly never will, 
yet high frequency words continue to be misspelt. 
The words are given to us by the Department for Education.  These are the words the children have to spell.  
One of the pushes at the moment is the need to ensure that children can use vocabulary which is seen as 
“high level”.  As parents, one of the greatest things you can do with your children is to engage in high level 
conversations and use quite grown up vocabulary. 
 
A few suggestions: 
As people are more and more aware of plastic waste, may I suggest that the children are not automatically 
given a new plastic water bottle and lid every year?  We now have 4 at home which are still perfectly good to 
use.  Maybe, they should only be given out if needed in order to save on plastic? 
Good point.  We will send out an email at the end of the new year, offering the bottle rather than just sending it 
out. 
 
Instead of iPads the school could invest in Amazon Fire HDs for the children to use?  These cost £120 rather 
than £400.  It would save some money. 
The iPads are more advanced and enable us to use quite sophisticated applications. We shall however be 
making savings, as everything we need to do in the computing curriculum can now be done on the iPad and 
therefore we do not need to invest in new computer suites. For schools iPads are not as expensive as they 
are to buy in a shop. 
 
In the International Night leaflet, it would be most useful to have a map of the school to know where all the 
activities are.  Some parents and kids are not all that familiar with the names of the classrooms. 
Absolutely, we will include it in the passport. 
 
I believe it would be useful for key events in the school diary to be split into relevant year groups rather than 
as a whole. 
Surely in date order is the best way?  Every event is covered in more detail in newsletters and parents have 
targeted texts and emails as appropriate through the year.  This is however the second time this has been 
suggested.  If the respondent would like to pop by and see me; perhaps he or she could describe their vision.  
I am possibly missing something, which would be a simple solution. 
 
It would be nice to do things the wider community/local schools do, like Children in Need, Sports Relief, Book 
Day (and not just the unique). 
I know you do the charity weeks, but would it be possible to celebrate World Book Day, Comic Relief or 
Children in Need? 
We do Sports Relief and Comic Relief.  Children in Need comes in the period of our Charity Fund Raising and 
the children have on a number of occasions chosen this as one of their charities.  We try not to overload the 
rest of the year with charity campaigns as we do so much through the pupils' charity fundraising in the 
Autumn.  By focusing on the charity campaign each Autumn, the children not only raise a fortune for 
deserving causes, they also have to think, arrange and organise themselves and come up with their own 
ideas. They learn entrepreneurial skills, put themselves in new situations and of course through their decision 
making decide the causes they believe should be supported. 
We haven’t tended to do World Book Day, because we do so many others, which are bespoke to our children 
and our curriculum. 
 
Scooters can get rusty in the rain – what about a shelter over the scooters like the bikes? 
We can see if the Friends Association would like to buy them.  They are very expensive however.  I do like to 
encourage the scooting fraternity. I am also very grateful for the understanding of the children in now also 
walking their scooter or cycle on to the site following the accident we had last term.  Can I also remind parents 
that children can only cycle to school on their own if they have passed their Bikeabilty Training. All cyclists 
must wear a helmet. 
 
Question 23:  Information flow (specifically paper/letter handouts) 
With the exception of specific pupil-led events we would like to suggest that all application forms/notifications 
are distributed to every child via the book bag.  This comment applies when the pupil is given the choice 
whether or not to take the form e.g. music lessons, as in some cases the parent may not have been aware the 
form has been offered and some children may opt not to take a form due to lack of self-confidence rather than 
lack of interest. 
If there is a new activity, please can information be sent home via the children, regardless whether they put 



  
 

themselves forward?  My child missed out on a number of things through not having confidence to say yes in 
class, but I would have loved to have talked through it with them, e.g. musical instrument forms, golf forms 
etc. 
Yes, we have tried to save on photocopying and because the clubs and musical opportunities were advertised 
by email we hoped that would be sufficient.  I have realised that this hasn’t always worked. Whereas sending 
forms out to every child for every offer by leaflet is massive, we shall endeavor to send a message to parents 
so that they know the opportunity is being presented, so that if a form doesn’t come home, parents can 
request one.  I have this term arranged that forms are physically offered to children in each class.  In the 
newsletter however, as I did in September I gave a full run down of the clubs and the options available.  If in 
doubt just ask, I will ensure that parents are informed of options coming by one means or another. 
 
I love the STEM & Science activities.  It would be nice to show the children a diverse range of scientists that 
go beyond the ‘Einstein’ old man with funny hair stereotype.  The display in Year 3 about science is great 
apart from the stereotypical Einstein figure.  Let the children identify themselves with and see themselves as 
scientists?! 
 Guilty! You are absolutely correct, I’ll have it adjusted!  We have however been remarkably lucky in getting 
mainly female scientists to work with the children in our S.T.E.M Weeks. 
 
Getting a bit frustrated by the ‘only the best’ selection process.  My child struggles and will never be the best 
at an area, but tries hard.  I think some things should be judged on trying hard and giving it a go. 
I would really like you to explain this a bit more to me.  I am guessing it is to do with sporting tournaments. If 
so, we try to get more than one team entered so that we can diversify in exactly the way you suggest.  I would 
be keen to have a chat with you to learn more about the perception you have at home.  Do come and have a 
meeting so I can understand the problem and find solutions.  It is a genuine invitation. 
 
In foundation stage it would be nice to be told the outcome of baseline assessments and to be told if they 
have achieved GLD at the end. 
We have to communicate the three E’s emerging, expected and exceeding to parents for each area of 
learning, but not actually whether the achieved GLD or not.  It is implicit within the results but not explicit.  If 
any parent is unsure, just send me an email and I will look it up for you.  Next year, we will add an explicit 
sentence to ensure clarity.  If however your child is expected or exceeding in the key areas, then your child 
did achieve a GLD ... Good Level of Development. 
 
We would like to see some girls included in the school’s football teams, as this doesn’t currently happen.  It 
does in all the other local primary schools. 
You will be delighted that this issue has already been addressed with the new Molescroft Tuesday night 
combined football clubs.  This was one of the reasons for making this change.  You should be seeing girls 
appearing in mixed teams very soon. 
 
Would it be possible to put mats on the floor for indoor fitness?  One of our children finds some exercises 
uncomfortable to perform on a hard floor and regularly complains of a bruised/tender back after sessions. 
I don’t think it is a general problem, but if any children need this, I am sure it could be facilitated.  Please make 
a request by email to the class teacher. 
 
How about 2 versions of the half-term homework letter, one for KS1 and one for KS2?  It is not always clear 
what is expected of different age groups.  Well done, however, for coming up with interesting and varied 
projects.  We would have mentioned this earlier, but our child would only let us do so anonymously. 
I am pleased you like the projects.  I deliberately write them to be open ended.  I write you may like to do this, 
or perhaps do that.  I will however try to give some more age related guidance. 
 
A settling-in event for new Foundation children later in July might be helpful, as it is a long time between June 
and September. 
The most important thing about the induction process is “Does it Work?”  Seeing the children settle into school 
so well and launch into learning I think demonstrates that it does.  We looked at the possibility of a Teddy 
Bears Picnic in July, but the diary is absolutely packed. Of course, this is packed with activities which our 
pupils enjoy and of course which your children enjoy once they arrive. 
Some parents do come back for another lunchtime experience once the show is over.   I will make this explicit 
that this is possible in future. 
 
More information on our child’s progress between parents’ evenings would be helpful.  This could be by email 
rather than a meeting perhaps and could be brief but informative. 
Parents receive a very detailed report on English and Maths in January, this is to give parents the chance to 
see exactly how children are progressing and to see which areas to focus on.  Remember parents do not 
need to wait until a scheduled meeting before contacting us. 



 
I feel the spring term parents’ evening should explain to parents where their children are - on track for the end 
of year (particularly in Year 2), expected or greater depth. 
The January report is designed to do this.  However, you only have to ask, and the question can be answered 
in any subject.  The teachers have the data to hand all the time; literally a flick away on the computer. 
 
The field for races at Sports Day was very uneven and potentially could have caused injuries.  Could this be 
considered in the future? 
The field was in a terrible condition. It was caused by the exceptionally wet spring, followed by the 
exceptionally dry summer.  The result was the ground cracked and opened up, as though there had been an 
earthquake. It was everywhere.  Thankfully there were no injuries, but I agree, should it happen again, we 
should consider cancelling and closing the field at playtimes and lunchtimes. 
  
Could the Charity Fortnight, Christmas boxes and School Fair be considered.  Parents have to pay out a lot at 
once and donations to the fair are dwindling. 
I make it very clear every year that the pupils’ Charity fundraising campaign is not to be a raid on parents’ 
wallets and purses. However, the timing of it is important because it is linked to Christmas time and thinking of 
others.  Of course, this applies to the Shoeboxes and the Christmas Fayre, so it’s a bit of a difficult one to 
solve.  They have all however followed the same pattern since 2002.  Regarding the collection of items for the 
Friends Fayre, a new approach is to be trialled this year though parents continue to be generous in their 
provision of tombola prizes and jam jars etc. 
 
My child does not like the taste of water.  Please would you consider serving diluted cordial?  Thank you. 
We are not allowed to I’m afraid, but we can offer milk any day.  Your child can ask the children at the milk bar 
if they would like a free cup rather than water. 
 
 
 
Additional comments 
 
I have been disappointed in the maths teaching this year.  My children have suffered a fall in both confidence 
and results. 
Really! it has been a record breaking year.  Maths is the big success of the year. Some classes have over 
70% achieving at a high level in standardised national tests.  This is unheard of and with 95% achieving the 
national expectation.  This is why the DfE has given the school over £300,000 to spread the Maths Mastery 
teaching across the county.  If individually you have a concern regarding your child’s progress in any area, 
please make an appointment to see your child’s teacher or arrange to have a chat with me.  We can have a 
look at the results together. 
 
Thank you for another year of priceless memories for our children.   
 
Thank you for removing the attendance Golden Mole.  My child received one, but I think changing this policy 
was right. 
 
Molescroft offers the broadest, most engaging, most enthusiastic curriculum of any school I have encountered 
in the area.  Thank you, we know it takes spectacular effort. 
 
Children are celebrated and nurtured as individuals at Molescroft.  Their unique strengths and talents are 
allowed to grow and are supported in what they do out of school, too.  This is absolutely invaluable to us and 
we are so grateful. 
 
FliC is only useful if up to date!  Annual report of several children’s results were not an accurate reflection in a 
particular area.  The teacher said they had used an assessment from a long time ago!  However, it was 
appreciated that this was swiftly rectified and acknowledged. 
 Assessments are made every day and updated every day.  It is not possible to reassess every child on every 
objective immediately before the printing of the reports.  They do however give the most detailed report on 
your child’s development across the whole curriculum that you could receive.  If your child has developed 
beyond a previous assessment you are of course welcome to point it out, but do not worry, the next teacher 
will be assessing from the start on the next year’s objectives. 
 
Molescroft excels at ‘community’ being one, supporting the wider community and making families as well as 
our children feel part of the school. 
‘Once a Mole, always a Mole’ is certainly true for the children, but perhaps also for the parents!  Thank you!! 
Parents are part of our family and you are certainly included in our motto. I met a dad, whose children are now 
at University, at a petrol station in Anlaby the other day and he even quoted “once a mole ...” to me.  It was 
very special, but some parents are possibly relieved when it’s all over though! 



  
 

 
Question 5: But it is dealt with well. 
 
Question 28: Exceptionally. 
 
School dinners (5 meals for the price of 4): I would like this to be able to be split.  There are certain meals my 
child cannot eat or dislikes and would prefer a packed lunch on that day, so I fear I lose out on my ‘free’ meal. 
I would prefer to save by buying in blocks and these used as a meal credit to redeem. 
The reason why it is not done this way is to encourage families to take a meal every day.  It is a marketing tool 
as I need to maximise the numbers.  If the provision makes a loss, the school budget pays.  The margins are 
tight, and we try very hard to provide a top quality offer.  The provision of the salad bar with wraps was 
specifically to give pupils a healthy alternative if they did not particularly like the hot meal on offer. 
 
Question 11: Sports Day was fantastic.  All children were included and achieved.  They all looked happy with 
all their stickers.  What a great atmosphere. 
Question 9: Molescroft is an exciting place to be.  There is always something going on.  The trip was a big 
success and all the visitors who come into school (bikes etc.). 
 
Question 21/32: XXX seems to have been out of the classroom a lot.  On the first parents’ evening X knew my 
child.  However, on the second one X did not.  What was said that evening was not accurately reflected in the 
end of year report. 
Many of our teachers are Specialist Leaders in Education.  This means that on occasions the teacher may not 
be present as they are leading developments across the county.  We plan for this carefully and we staff above 
capacity to ensure that when a teacher is absent for whatever reason we never need to call on agency staff. 
This means education continues exactly as it would if the named teacher was there.  Through the Teaching 
School Status, you and your children get outstanding teaching, cutting edge provision, and a school which 
remains at the forefront of educational development to ensure that the school never treads water or “rests on 
its laurels”.  In addition, you have teachers who are committed to Molescroft and are able to see their careers 
develop without leaving the school.  The results are an extremely talented and creative staff body.  Through 
the Teaching School we have been able to maintain a high staffing level with a highly effective team of 
Teaching assistants.  So, if the teacher is absent for a day or half day now and then, the benefits far outweigh 
any perceived disadvantage.  The one thing I must ensure is that standards at Molescroft Primary School 
never decline.  If that was to happen the TSA would be lost.  It is therefore in my interests to ensure that 
continuity of provision is ensured so that every child achieves their potential.  Molescroft has definitely 
benefitted from becoming a Teaching School, just like hospitals are which are Teaching Hospitals.  In addition 
we train and grow our own quality staff.  This includes, Mr. Atkinson, Mr. Williams, Miss Power, Miss Wright, 
Miss Spencer, Mr. Morton and Mr. Trowsdale. As for a primary school teacher not “knowing” a child in his or 
her class, I really cannot believe this is the case. 
 
My son has had a fab year, thank you!  Only had one thought and it related to Sports Day, where I wondered 
if, after the events, the children could be given a certificate sheet in their classrooms when they get changed 
back into their school uniform.  They could then place their Sports Day stickers onto the sheet to keep.  We 
always use a piece of paper at home to do this, as our children are always proud of their achievements. 
 
 
 
 
 
 I like that idea.  Thank you 
 
Thank you to all the staff for all their hard work and dedication. 
 
My son has had a very happy year at school and has made pleasing progress.  I would like to express my 
thanks to Mr. Morton for making the extra effort to get to know my son and his interests.  It has been very 
much appreciated and I am sure has made a difference to him. 
I also feel the teaching assistants deserve a mention and a big thank you for the support and experience they 
bring to the classroom and for all their hard work. 
Thank you for mentioning the Teaching assistants.  They are an astonishingly capable team who collectively 
add so much to the experiences of the children and move learning forward at a pace.   
 
Overall we are really happy with school.  We think you all do an amazing job. 
 
While I think it is great to offer a healthier dessert choice at lunch time, my child never takes it and always has 
a pudding (despite encouragement).   Are puddings needed on the menu daily?   

Molescroft Sports 
Day 



 I refer you to the answers previously given, however if you want your FY or Y1 child to only have the fresh 
fruit salad and he or she cannot be trusted to make this selection, you could ask the class teacher. These 
teachers serve the meals to their pupils.  The Fruit Salad could be served to the child on arrival.  After Y1 I 
would hope that if you tell your child not to have a hot pudding I would expect the child to do as his or her 
parents request. 
As for having puddings at all, as I report above, the puddings are part of the balanced diet of the week, as 
dictated by the East Riding School Meals team.  The only way to have them removed from the menu would be 
by the DfE changing school dietary requirements. I can reassure you that the puddings are not sugar laden, in 
fact there is probably more sugar, albeit natural in the fresh fruit salad. 
 
I also wonder if breakfast and tea club need an option of jam on toast and jam sandwich?  On some 
occasions my child had jam on toast at breakfast club, a pudding at lunch and jam sandwich at tea club - all in 
one day.  I don’t think it would be missed if it were not an option at all and would be better for dental health.  
The breakfast menu is static, the lunchtime menu is on a three week rotation and the tea club has a weekly 
rotation.  For the breakfast and tea clubs if you don’t want the children to have a jam sandwich on the 
occasions when they are offered and if you do not want the child to have jam on the toast, just mention it to 
the staff tomorrow when you drop off or pick up and we will treat it as a dietary requirement. 
Also, during summer months my child reported that he had not reapplied sun cream at school (only a few 
occasions).  I understand they need to apply it themselves, but would feel less anxious if a responsible person 
ensured that it was reapplied.  I don’t think at 4 and 5 years it is appropriate for them to remember to ask for it.  
It should also be reapplied more than once in a school day.  I just think the system could be improved a bit. 
The young Foundation Stage Children have their cream applied by staff at lunchtime, they do not need to ask.  
The Foundation Lunchtime team spend half an hour on hot summer lunchtimes applying the cream and often 
had to request extra from home.  Y1 children do not need to ask either, but I will look at the possibility of 
providing a lotion point at 12 noon for them. 
However, if any parent in any year group needs their child to be reminded to put on cream at any point, just 
send a note to the class teacher with the cream.  We do not have the capacity to put sun cream on children 
from Y2 upwards.  Providing parents apply cream in the morning a further application at lunchtime should be 
sufficient. Some products state one application is enough, but I know there is a debate about this.  If a child 
has a medical requirement for more applications, this can be facilitated through the medical needs policy. 
 
I feel it is becoming more apparent that groups like ‘gifted and talented’, Reading Champions etc. result in 
others feeling like they are not good enough. There have been several examples this year where my child has 
been told by other children that they are not good enough to do something, as they are not ‘gifted and 
talented’.  I appreciate that you need programmes in place to encourage areas, but please consider how what 
happens impacts.  They feel that they miss out all the time, which knocks their confidence more. 
Reading champions is not a Gifted and Talented programme.  To be honest none of us like the G&T label and 
we have decided to drop the word “gifted” and downplay the use of the term talented, though we have to meet 
the requirements of the government policy.  Basically, we are required to identify children with a talent in any 
curriculum area.  Having done this, we are required to point children and if appropriate the parents to seeking 
opportunities in and out of school for developing this talent further.  It is also important that staff know who is 
identified so that in lessons expectations are not too low. In addition, it is important that those with talents in 
sports and music and drama for example have the chance to excel in extra-curricular activities.  In curriculum 
time however, all children of all abilities have the equal opportunity to participate and develop. 
 
We love the blog, especially the photos going on so quickly during induction week.  The induction week 
activities were fantastic and very exciting. 
Like the choice of hot meals and wraps always on offer, music a lovely touch and super parents can come 
too. 
Great to be able to come into school for a tour around and see your child taking part in phonics early on. 
Very detailed newsletter, lots of notice for events (generally) so that parents can change work patterns. 
We like that good behaviour is rewarded on a termly bases. Thank you for getting my children off to a great 
start!! 
 
Molescroft has given both my children a fantastic start to their education.  Thank you. 
 
We feel the school takes the right approach to SATS and were impressed that the Y6 curriculum remains as 
varied as any other year. 
IXL is an excellent homework tool. 
It is great that Y6 have access to an online newspaper, and the regular assemblies about news items mean 
our children are well informed about what is going on in the wider world. 
Thank you to the teachers for their (lengthy) weekly emails.  It would be much quicker to simply say ‘this 
week’s homework is X’, but they take the time to mention highlights of the week, which is a nice touch. 
A big thank you to all staff for another great year! 
Thank you for mentioning the staff’ emails.  I agree they could just write this week’s homework is X, but the 
fact that they take the opportunity to engage in a conversation is testament to their dedication and desire to 



  
 

work in a true partnership with you. 
As previously stated, Molescroft is an amazing place for our children to attend.  Creative, inclusive, exciting 
and dynamic, it is a joy to be part of this fantastic school.  Well done to all for such a wonderful year once 
again – great job! 
And Mr. Loncaster, your kindness, generosity, motivation and leadership qualities are truly inspirational.  
Thank you so much for always doing ‘over and above’ what is expected of you. 
 
Our son has thoroughly enjoyed his first year at school (Foundation).  The welcome party was very good and 
helped with the transition from nursery to school.  With him being a summer-born child, we felt he was maybe 
too young to start school.  However, we are both amazed and delighted at his achievements since joining 
Molescroft Primary (especially reading, writing and maths) at such a young age. 
The Christmas celebrations/concert were excellent.  We have also been very impressed by the other activities 
which our son has loved (discos, summer fayre, school trips, sports day). 
A big thank you to all the staff for giving Molescroft Primary such an excellent reputation which it deserves. 
 
Molescroft School is fantastic!  My daughter has grown so much in her first year and the range of experiences 
available is outstanding. 
The blog is brilliant.  It is so lovely to see what the children have been doing at school.  
The leadership is excellent and I would highly recommend the school.  
It is wonderful to see that the creative arts are so widely valued in the school, as with all the other subject 
areas. 
 
A little more information on my child’s progression would be valued, but overall a truly wonderful and 
outstanding school! 
Parents receive formal updates on progress at the October Consultation evening, January Mid Year Report, 
March Consultation Evening and in the June Full Year Report.  In addition, the homework pack is a weekly 
communication tool to see how your child is performing in weekly assessments.  If at any other time a parent 
would like more, just ask. 
 
Mr. Rowsell has been an inspirational teacher. He understands the importance of relationships. 
 
There could be greater communication between the Music Service and the school with regard to talented 
musicians and the timing of events.  However, it is lovely to see and be involved with a school that is so 
involved with the Arts. 
I agree the arts provide the magic in the Molescroft Recipe.  I am not involved in the Music Service’s extra 
activities, but I will pass on your comment. 
 
My child has had an amazing year in Year 2.  Miss Power has inspired my child and cared for and supported 
him fantastically.  He has cried about leaving Year 2 so it must have been truly wonderful. 
The curriculum is so enriching and the experiences they receive as a pupil at Molescroft School are totally 
unique. 
 
2017/18 has been another great year.  The Scandinavian International Week broadened horizons about other 
European countries.  The panto was such a great show from talented young children.  The school trips to 
Flamborough, Bridlington (Little Big Sing), the pantomime, the mosque and St. Mary’s Church have been a 
fantastic way to enhance their first-hand experiences. 
 
The Year 2 staff have been so welcoming and approachable.  Communication about homework and other 
matters has been very effective. 
Another positive comment about Homework, thank you.  This is really good news, I feel we have taken a 
positive step forward this year on the Homework front. 
 
A huge thank you to Miss Power and the rest of the Year 2 team for an incredible year. 
 
Question 31:  Initially we received the weekly phonics sheets (at the end of the week), but once all the 
phonemes and diagraphs were learnt we did not receive more information about what was being learnt. 
When we came in to watch phonics lessons, we then discussed at home the words we had seen our son 
learning.  If parents could be told what tricky words/phonemes/diagraphs/ other words the children are 
learning that week, I feel it would aid embedding the learning by being able to discuss it at home.  The 
problem we have is that when we ask our son what he has done in phonics he says he cannot remember 
(probably because it is at the start of the day?). 
We are incredibly happy with our son’s progress in his reading, so nothing to complain about, but it would be 
nice to know what he is learning each week! 
It is great to know that your son is doing so well in reading, so that confirms that the provision is correct.  The 



phonics information is sent home every week until the children have completed the phase 3 phonics.  After 
that there are no further lists in the Foundation Stage.  Phase 4 is really vital in that it consolidates phases 1 to 
3.  Without this the children forget or stop using their new but vital skills.  The children do however have their 
reading homework which enables them to use and further consolidate their phonic knowledge and extend 
their use of ‘tricky words’. It is also important that in the Foundation Year that our little moles enjoy “being 5 
years old”.  Too much homework too early could easily turn the children off learning.   
 
Question 9:  THANK YOU TO ALL. 
My daughter has had a tremendous start to her school life at Molescroft Primary.  I must thank all the school 
staff.  I would also like to thank the office staff with their patience, tolerance and obliging approach, which 
provides a very helpful gateway to organising life in and out of school. 
I was very touched to be approached by Mr. Loncaster thanking me and my daughter for choosing Molescroft 
School, with not only what my daughter gained from the school, but for the talent and contribution she 
brought.  Well noted! 
 
There have been some wonderful events at school this year and opportunities for the children to broaden the 
horizons of their learning.  I feel my child is gaining a much more diverse perception of learning than the 
curriculum alone demands. 
 
We are very pleased with Molescroft School.  Our son has had a great time in Year 5 and we feel very lucky!  
Thank you so much Mr. Loncaster, Mrs. Grainger, Mrs. Crofts and all of the amazing staff there!  Your hard 
work is much appreciated by us! 
 
My child has had a fantastic year in Mr. Wood’s class.  Thank you. 
 
Another great year at Molescroft.  Thank you to all the Year 3 teaching team. 
 
Thank you to the Year 1 team for all your care and attention. 
 
Mr. Loncaster is an inspirational headteacher and my children are very lucky! 
 
The energy felt within the school is infectious and we would like to thank all the staff for their energy which 
makes the learning fun and interesting.  We have a little girl who never moans about going to school and skips 
through the school doors and we could not ask for more.  Thank you for everyone’s hard work! 
 
I am happy with our children’s progress at school. 
I feel sometimes the school does struggle to cope with any constructive criticism and can be very defensive 
which I can understand when the school on the whole does an outstanding job. 
I’m sorry if we ever come across as defensive, it is not our intention.  Through this document alone a number 
of good suggestions have been made which will make the school even better.  We cannot however always 
agree to everything and in some occasions as demonstrated above there are times when we have to defend 
policies which may not be popular. 
 
Thank you so very much once again for everything you do for my child and the children of Molescroft School.  
I am proud that both my children are ‘moles’! 
... and we are proud of every one of them too. 
 
Thank you to everyone involved in the running of Molescroft School.  Year 5 has been an excellent year for 
our son.  Mr. Rowsell is the best teacher ever (so our son says).  Thank you to Mr. Loncaster and all the staff 
for all your hard work. 
 
Introducing payments on line has been really helpful and useful. 
Hurrah!  We got there eventually.  Thank you to Mrs. Wilson who has worked herself to the bone to get this 
system up and running and covering an ever growing range of possibilities.  
 
I would like to thank Mrs. Crofts/Mrs. Grainger who have made Year 5 really positive and enjoyable for my 
daughter. 
 
 
Please remember, if you have a serious concern or complaint, please write to me or 
telephone.  This survey is not a vehicle for solving individual issues as it is 
anonymous, and I cannot help you if I don’t know who you are, and I would want to 
help you. 
 

 


