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LUNCHTIME  NEWS

This newsletter is 
posted on the 

website: 
www.molescroftpri

mary.net

From the website it 
is possible to click 
on the SCHOOL 

BLOG which is an 
online 

photographic diary 
of life at the 

school.
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A revamp of our Lunchtime Provision 
Dear Parents, Carers, Governors, Friends, Staff and Pupils

I have been taking soundings 
from the children about the 
meals and arrangements at 
lunchtime.

It was also the agenda of the 
Pupil Council this Month.  It has 
been very interesting.

What was particularly 
interesting was what the 
children didn’t know.


As a result of this a strategy 
meeting was held with our 
catering team and we have 
agreed a number of changes 
and clarifications.

Some will take immediate 
effect and others are to be 
trialled on the week 
commencing 4th March 2019.  

If successful and following a 
chance for parents to give 
feedback we will aim for a 
permanent change after the 
Easter holiday.


Meanwhile, may I thank all the 
users of our Lunchtime 
Restaurant.  Whether it’s a free 
KS1 meal or paid KS2 meal, 
both provide the funding to 
cover the costs of staffing not 
only for the kitchen but for the 
lunchtime staff in general.


If we do not break even on this, 
the schools budget has to 
subsidise the deficit.  They are 
not separated.  Parents may be 
surprised to learn that as Head 

Teacher I have one pot of 
money for everything from 
teachers to pencils, to heating 
to roof repairs.  If we have a 
budgetary crisis the money has 
to come from within and that 
usually impacts on staffing.  It 
is thanks to the continued 
success of the Teaching 
School, the canny financial 
management of our Business 
Manager, Mrs. Jameson and 
the tremendous generosity of 
parents/carers supporting our 
initiatives such as the 
International Festival and the 
Friends Events, that we have 
not suffered deeply from the 
cuts that have been sweeping 
across education.


http://www.molescroftprimary.net
http://www.molescroftprimary.net
http://www.molescroftprimary.net
http://www.molescroftprimary.net
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Myth Buster 
It was amazing what 
the children didn’t 
know. 
“I can’t have as many vegetables as I 
like.”
Oh yes you can!
“I can’t have as much salad as I like.”
Oh yes you can!
“I like the salad but I would like the 
potatoes as well.”
You can have the potato, rice or 
pasta dish of the day with your salad.
“I can’t go back to the counter for a 
second portion of vegetables or 
salad.” 
Oh yes you can!”
“I cannot have salad with the hot 
meal” 
Oh yes you can!
I am gluten free and I can’t eat a 
school dinner.
Oh yes you can, but your parents 
must register this with the school 
first, the same applies to 
vegetarians.

Common requests 
The children had many 
suggestions and 
requests, some of 
which we can look at 
and others not as we 
have to work within the 
Local Authority 
Standards.
“Older children should have larger 
portions.”
Mr. Loncaster says:
“Portion sizes for younger children used 
to be smaller, but some years ago these 
were increased to match the older 
children’s not the other way round. 
Psychologically, this is a factor though 
and I think that we should take into 
account that whereas, obesity is a 
national issue, it is not a problem at 
Molescroft and also that our children 
are very active and probably older 
children do need a larger portion.”

“Why can’t we have two hot 
options.”
Mr. Loncaster says:
“We used to have a hot choice menu.  
However to guarantee the choice for 
every child we would have to make a lot 
of food which would be thrown away.  A 
judgement has to be made as to 
demand.  Consequently a lot of children 
at the last sitting did not have the choice 

they wished for.  We have to 
remember that meals are made in 
batches of for example 24.
That said there may be something we 
can do here.”

“We like the Roast Dinner, but not 
the pork.”
Mr. Loncaster says:  
"We do have some flexibility on roast 
dinners, so for example we could use 
ham (which is popular) instead of pork 
and savoury mince (which is also 
popular) instead of roast beef.
Roast chicken remains a favourite as 
do roast potatoes and Yorkshire 
Puddings.”

“Could we have sandwiches instead 
of wraps.”
Mr. Loncaster says:
“Yes, we could, but we did this before 
the wraps were introduced and they 
were not popular. The Wrap option 
remains very popular and many would 
be disappointed if it wasn’t there.”

“We love pasta especially Lasagne, 
Macaroni Cheese, Tuna Pasta Bake 
and Spaghetti”
Mr. Loncaster says:
“We cannot have pasta everyday, but it 
can be on the menu every week.  
Lasagne can certainly make a return … 
with garlic bread of course.”

“Could we have a jacket potato 
option with different fillings?”
Mr. Loncaster says: 
“Yes, this could be possible.”

“We really love the Mega Buffet.”
Mr. Loncaster says:
“This is recognised.  Maybe we can 
increase the frequency.”

“We like Fish Friday”
Mr. Loncaster says:
"I know and it will stay!”

“Can we have the puddings on the 
menu board?”
Mr. Loncaster says
“I’m sure Mr. Wood will do this for us.”

“Can we have tacos, bagels and pitta 
bread somedays as an alternative to 
the Wraps?”
Mr. Loncaster says:
“We could certainly try this.”

“Seats in the hall are closed down 
too quickly.”
Mr. Loncaster says:
“We will ensure no tables are closed 
down until the last dinner is served.”

“Could we have ice cream with 
toppings?”
Mr. Loncaster says:
“We will move away from ice cream in 
pots to ice cream scooped out. Children 
could then add fruit slices to this from a 
selection provided.  We cannot provide 
the Pizza Hut model with ice creams 
covered in every confectionery known 
to man.”

“Can we have build a burger?"
Mr. Loncaster says 
“I’m afraid this would not be possible.”

“Can someone please ensure we use 
our knives and forks properly?”            
Mr. Loncaster says:
“We do try to do our best to encourage 
proper etiquette at the dinner table, but 
we also have many other jobs to do to 
get 300 children through the dining, all 
in 90 minutes.
I think I need help from Parents and 
carers on this one.”

“More stickers please”
Mr. Loncaster says:
“I know you like our stickers for clean 
plates.  I’ll try and ensure we have a 
good supply.”

Additional non food 
requests included the 
showing of films or 
cartoons on the screen.

Mr. Loncaster says: “Mealtime 
should be a social time for 
friends to meet and chat.  I will 
however further look at the 
ambience of our restaurant to 
promote good conversation 
not replace it”
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THE PROPOSAL 
With immediate effect 
• Older children will be asked at the serving point if they would like a 

larger portion of the main meal.

• The older children may also request this.

• Roast Pork will be replaced by Roast Ham.

• Savoury mince will replace the roast beef.

• There will be a pasta dish every week with a rota between lasagne, 

spaghetti bolognese, macaroni cheese and tuna pasta bake, amongst 
others.


• Puddings will feature on the menu board.

• Fish Friday will remain (but it cannot always be guaranteed to be a 

Friday). Please check the menu on the website.

• Seats will not be closed down until the last person having a school 

meal has taken his or her seat.


THE TRIAL 
Week commencing 4th March 2019 
• In addition to the hot menu and the salad wrap options, 

jacket potatoes will also be offered every day.

• Children will register for either a Hot Dinner   , Salad/Wrap S, 

Jacket Potato J, Packed Lunch P or Home H.

• The Jacket Potatoes will be offered every day with cheese, 

tuna, coleslaw and baked beans and the children can self 
serve if they wish, mixing and matching their toppings.


• With the jacket potato, children can also self serve from the 
salad and vegetable counters and also take their choice of 
dessert.


POTENTIAL ADDITIONAL CHANGES 
TO COME AFTER EASTER 
These will be subject to further consultation. 
• Ice cream will be served scooped with diverse fruits available to add to 

the bowl.  There will not be a separate fruit salad this day.

• On months where there is no “special” an extra mega buffet will be 

offered.

• Different bread options to be offered with the salad i.e bagels, or pitta 

bread.

• Stickers to be available every day.

• Different special “themed” features in the dining hall in addition to the 

romantic candles, mirror ball and music.

• Mr. Loncaster personal waiter service.  Only joking, that is in just to see 

if you are concentrating! 

Parents and Carers are 
invited to email Mr. 
Loncaster with any 
constructive feedback 
to the proposals and 
particularly following 
the trial week from 4th 
March 2019.

SOUP KITCHEN 
CONTINUES 
On sale Morning Break

From Wednesday 9th January 
we welcomed the return of the 
morning soup kitchen.

Children are selling the 
homemade vegetable soup 
every morning break from the 
Friends’ Garden.  30p per cup.  

FAIRTRADE FRIDAY

On Fridays however we sell 
Fairtrade Hot Chocolate at 
the same price in the same 
place. 

Milk Shakes continue to be 
available at Lunch Times

IN ADDITION following a 
special request, yoghurts 
are available every 
morning break for 30p 

HOT & HEARTY OUR 
VEGETABLE SOUP 
MORNING WARMER 



Continuing our International Journey of culinary 
delights “Around the World on a Plate” we have some 
specials, which our children can look forward to.  
Th 28th February Mega Buffet 
Fr 1st March St. David’s Day
Welsh Sausage and Mashed Potato followed by Welsh 
Cinnamon Cake and Custard.
Mo 11th March Commonwealth Day featured country 
Malaysia
Malaysian Chicken and rice followed by Malaysian Butter 
Cake
Th 28th March Mega Buffet
Th 4th April Easter Special Dinner
Roast Chicken with Stuffing and Roast Potatoes followed by Easter Chocolate Crunch
Anyone wishing to know the details of any allergens in any of our meals provided can 

get the information from the school kitchen.  Please telephone the normal school 
number 01482 861762 in order to be transferred.

Meals are advertised on the website and there is always the salad with wraps option. Children can self serve salad, 
vegetables and fruit salad and can have second portions.

School Meals are Excellent Value.
Any Parent/Carer or Grandparent who would like 
to come to school and enjoy dinner with their 
children is welcome to do so. Just telephone the 
office before 10:00 am. on or before the school 
day* to reserve a meal.  Please bring photo ID 
with you.  Adult meals cost £3.50.  A child’s meal 
costs £2.50. (A full week offer of £10 is available.) 
It is excellent value, and by educating children 
away from a diet of crisps and processed food we 
are together building a lifetime of good eating 
habits and healthy hearts.  DINNERS MUST BE 
PREPAID, no more than £2.50 will be accepted 
in arrears. Money can either be paid on line at 
School Money or be sent to the classroom in a 
labelled envelope.  PLEASE DO NOT SEND 
LOOSE MONEY. Each room has a post box 
through which letters and money (providing it 
is in a labelled sealed envelope) can be sent to 
the school office.  Meals are advertised on the 
website and there is always the salad with two 
wraps option.  Children can self serve salad, 
vegetables and fruit salad and can have 
Second portions.

* Please note; there are occasions e.g at Christmas during the 
show week, and on sporting tournament days when it is not 
possible to accommodate extra adult guests at lunchtime.  The 
same applies for the first five school days in September when 
the priority is to reestablish systems for our pupils particularly 
our new starters.

Crofty’s Restaurant 
Around the World on a Plate 
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