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5th March 2021 
Dear Parents/Carers, Pupils, Governors and Staff, 
 
Return of all children to school: 8th March 2021 
KEY REMINDERS 
 
On Monday, the day we have longed for, following what seems to many of us the bleakest of winter months, is upon 
us;  all our pupils can once again attend school.  It is in fact mandatory and legally required.  Unauthorised absences 
and the potential for fines following an accrued absence of five days are being restored. 
 
I know the children who have been in school are looking forward to the return of their friends just as much as those 
who have been full time at home.   As I wrote last week to all our pupils, “we are so proud of them all, whether at 
home or in school”. It must however be recognised by all of us that those children who have been isolated from school 
since December have shouldered the biggest burden, and we shall be vigilant to support them, mentally and 
physically, as well as educationally as they return. 
 
What follows is valid and relevant to ALL families. PLEASE DO TAKE TIME TO READ. 
 
The systems in place are exactly as they were, when we closed for the Christmas Holiday and which have been 
running since then.  Please follow the one-way system along the Yellow Brick Road at all times. 
 
Staggered start and finish times remain as follows: 
 
Year 6: 8:25am to 3pm 
Year 5: 8:30am to 3:05pm 
Year 4: 8:35am to 3:10pm 
Year 3: 8:40am to 3:15pm 
Year 2: 8:45am to 3:20pm 
Year 1: 8:50am to 3:25pm 
Foundation Year: Separate groups exactly as they were in December.  The FY Team will remind each group of the 
times. 
 
Breakfast and Afternoon Tea Clubs are running as before, with access from the St. Leonard’s Road entrance to the 
Hall Fire Door for Breakfast Club (from 7:55am) and to the Individual Year Group Tea Clubs (to 5:15pm). The FY Tea 
Club is accessed following the normal FY Classroom route.  
 
Until Easter, the Bubbles are maintained as classes from Y2 to Y6 and as year groups for FY and Y1.  Please respect 
these outside the family home as far as is possible. 
 
The arrangements for home learning will remain in place for those isolating and should a Bubble have to close. 
As before, if anyone in a household is displaying symptoms and/or waiting the results of a 
Covid test, pupils MUST NOT COME TO SCHOOL.   
 
We are told that the new variants of the virus are more easily transmitted than the original and now we learn that the 
Brazilian and South African variants are in this country.  As you know we have kept the school open without 
transmission throughout 2020 and now into 2021.  However the danger of a case in school resulting in a Bubble being 
sent home is as great now as it has ever been. Cases may be falling, but the virus is still prevalent in our area.  The 
virus has not gone away, prevalence in the East Riding is actually above the national average per 100 000 people.   



There have been cases recently linked to staff and families, none of which were caught in school, and thanks to the 
strict and timely systems in place, no transmission occurred on site. I reiterate though that we all must be extra 
vigilant,  WE CANNOT RELAX.  Lockdown has NOT ended.  Regulations have not changed.  The only thing 
which has changed is the ability of all children to attend school. 
We know however, if we get these staged changes wrong, the availability of the shops, facilities and holidays which 
we yearn for will be delayed even further.   
 
We have a responsibility to all do our bit. 
 
We must all maintain our guard and not relax. 
 
May I remind everyone of the following: 

• I request that those collecting or dropping off children, including secondary children, wear a face covering.  
This is in direct response to the increased transmission risk of the new variant.  This is particularly to help 
protect you.   

• Do not walk side by side on the yellow brick road. 
• Younger siblings must stay with parents at all times, including on the one-way system. 
• Maintain social distancing at all times.  Remember Social DISTANCING IS DESIGNED TO STOP THE 

SPREAD OF COVID 19.  The closer you are to another, the easier it is to catch it! 
• It is also important that just one person comes on site to pick up or drop off a child.   
• Secondary pupils must wait outside the grounds unless they are the only pick up person.   

 
I think the advice that we “presume everyone we meet could be Covid positive” is still worth keeping in our minds and 
we should remember this when waiting to come onto the school site.  This includes at the entrances to the school. 
Please do not use the opportunity at the gates to gather in groups.  The rules regarding meeting others outside our 
home includes to and from school and waiting at the school gates.  So those collecting or dropping off pupils are 
reminded not to socialise whilst waiting. 
PLEASE SPREAD OUT AND KEEP BACK FROM THE GATES, there have been cases of a “more relaxed feeling” 
particularly when the sun comes out! 
Thank you for your understanding. 
 
A reminder to those who will be dropping off for the first time in 2021 to the Foundation Year that in order to improve 
social distancing arrangements for Parents/Carers of the Foundation Year at drop off time, parents move one at a 
time onto a Drop Off Spot painted on the floor.  From here the child walks alone to the door and the parent/carer then 
moves off on the one-way system. 
 
Meanwhile in school, key messages of good ventilation, social distancing, face covering and hand hygiene are there 
to ensure that cases do not spread in our school.  The vast majority of school staff and all children will not be 
vaccinated for some time.  Thankfully all our arrangements have still prevented so far, a bubble being broken 
throughout this pandemic.   
 
I ask all of you to have a chat with your children on Monday morning.  There are going to be 
420 children in school, not 190.  Children need to realise that whereas school will be great 
and exciting, it is not going back to the free days of 2019.  We have to maintain our 
distance, follow the rules in corridors and toilets.  Children need to wash their hands at key 
moments and use the hand gels and think before they move about and also remember that 
they are part of the solution to enabling the next phase of lockdown being released. 
 
It’s in our hands, our breath, our touch! 
 
But ... we can’t wait to see you all back with us.   
 
Keep safe and sound 
 

 
 
 
Michael Loncaster 
Head Teacher 
  


